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| Of the Cruel Deſperate and. oe 


Bloody Fight and Uproat; 


% 


That happen'd 1n Ireland on Mondey the 6th of May 1700, between the 


© Weavers and Butchers, 


| Ab alfo the great Number of Men that, were Wounded and Kill'd 6n both Fr deb; - 
"ſome having their Heads, Arms, Backs, and Leggs Bioke, in a Cruel and Ter: 
' tiable manner 3. with other Dreadful Circumſtances that occafion?d it; £ 


[TE have an Accgunt from Dybliz, that on Monday the 6th inſtant; 4 
2 ' ſtrange and diſotdesly Uproar happened in that City, Beeween the 
Butchers and Weavers, about a Quarrcl that aroſe betwentthem, which was to 
breri ended by a Match at Foor-ball, but the Butchers: not being willing to 
| hattard their Perſans' in ſuch” Exerciſe, the Weawerr who are very Couragious 
* Fellows Par'd them: to it in a very iaſoleat manner, infomuch that at laſt b 
Conſent both Parties agreed, juan end to the ſaid Difference by a ſet Battle 
vii Stevens:Green, where they 4 embled and met each vuther in a Warlike mans 
ner { being Forty on each fide.) wich Clubbs, Pikes, Scones, Cleavers, and foie - * 
Guns, at which-time che Weeugy giving the Butchers: ſuch a ſharp. Onſet, that” 
the.Ba:chert aftet an Obſtinate Refliftance, was forced togive way, which the 
Weovers perceiving renewed the Fight, with ſuch Fury, and Violence, that the 
Bitchers wete pitt intogteat Confufton and Diſorder, and thereupon Fled in 
great Conſternation through the City, to Se. Patrick's. flreet among their chief 
Shambles, white tho haying Fortifled themſclves, the Weavers apaiti Afaulted 
them with ſuch deſperate Courage and Reſolution, that they wete forced; td 
take to their Heels a ſecond time, and in fine-were totally Deſeated; tho theif. 
'Wives atthe ſame time much Diſcomoded the V Veavers, by throwing Stones, 
| Pies of Iron, 44. out at the Windows, and from off the Houfes, which En- 
raped them to that degree that in Revenge they pull'd Down their Signs and 
part of ſome Houſes; and in a little tinde, with che Coming in of the Mobb, 
they were Encreafcd co a vaſt Body, inſomnuch that the Lord Mayor, and nioſt 
of the the Aldermen, and ſeveral Companys of Souldiers, were forced to toitie 
to Diſperſs them, which was done wigh much Difficulty, . _ 
« About Three-ſcore dud Twelve Perſons web# Wonnded in this ys nr" befidet 6 or 7 that were 
K5l'd ont right upon the Spot, moſt of theni Seri Butchers that fvere Wounded, ſome having. their 
' Heids broke, others their Arms, Backs, an; in 4 terrible manner, and 'tis thought many of 
ther will Die of their Wounds, Six of thy Cay Ring Leaders are finve Apprebenaed and ſent td 
Newgate «ndey a ſtriit (Faard, The whole City was jo much amazed at this ſulain Hproar and dif. 
order, that moſt of the Gheifeft Gittizens daiff nowgo to Bed that Night, but went about the City with 
att of the Army to. prevent farther Inſurettions and Tumalti, It was objerved that both Butchers 
' and Weavers did mote Miſchief with Stons thas with their othet Weapont, there being great Numbers 
Foaght + There were abundance of Mobb that camne in daring this terrible En- 


- bas allowed Gorn td be Tranſported which bas uarmering i 
« fuddein ddvantrement of the price of Bread, hd conſequa tl forts 
fore partioulas Perſons who 
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LETTER. 


FROM 


bY O MA R 5S, 


Farther Confirmation of the Truth 


POPISH PLOT, 


A Conſideration of divers Circumſtances 
Ci 
IN FRE 


T R Il ka 


| | TOGETHER 
W ith ſeveral new Matters relating to a farther Diſcovery thereof; 
AND PARTICULARLY, 


ALETTER from Mr. FENNISON, 


Proving Mr. Ireland to have been in London the 19" of Auguſt, con- 


trary to the Staffordſhire Witneſſes, and what the five Jeſuits 
(lately Executed) infiſted upon at their Trials. 


With REMARKS upon the faid Letter. 


ah ip MIR \ 


LONDON, Printed in the Year MDCLEXIX. 
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ETT 


FROM 


SAINT OMARS | 


Friend nn LONDON. 


STIR, 
Should be unworthy of that care and friendſhip which you have expreſſed towards me, if I ſhould riot 
gratefully acknowledge the ſatisfaQion I have taken, not onely in your ſeveral Letters from time to 
time, giving me an account of the Diſcovery of that moſt helliſh and horrid Plot, fo lately made known 
in England, tor the alteration-of Religion and ſubverſion of Government, by Maſſacre, War and Fire; 
&.. but alſo the great pleaſure I have received in the preſent which you ſent me of all the printed and writ- 
ten papers, publickly made known, and privately diſperſed concerning this Plot. I muſt therefore, after I have 
acknowledged the favour therein, let you know the fatisfaRion I have taken, how much it has wrought upon 
my Conſcience, what imprefſions they have made on others, the ObjeQions ſome have made, and the Anſwers I 
have been enabled to give them, groun n thoſe publick Trials'and TranſaQions which you have ſent me. And 
as you have truly convinc'd me of the great Errour I was run into; ſono doubt, by your Argument and Afiftance, 
T have been able to do the like on this fide the Water, to many, who erred not wilfully, but were led afide by 
the cunning Diſcourſes of the Adverſe Party, and to ſtop the mouths of ſome of the moſt malicious and vio- 
lent Enemies of the Proteſtants in England, who here have endeavoured to make us believe there has been no 
ſuch Plot contrived by the Feſwits and Papiſts in England, or elſe that the Plot is onely of the making and 
contriving of thoſe you call SeRarics and Fanaticks in England; and that all this is wrought through thei 
Cunning and Contrivance, to ſcandalize and extirpate the Catholicks and theis Religion in England ; and 
other ſtories to the diſcrediting the King's Evidence, as if they had falſely accuſed, and took away the lives 
of many holy men and Catholicks, innocent and unknowing of any ſuch Plot or Maſſacre, thereby begetting 
a general Odium and Evil-ſpeaking againſt the Sectaries and Hereticks, as they call them, in England, By 
theſe cunning Artitices and ſedulous Infinuations, they have been very carefull in theſe parts, to take away the 
ſcandal and reproach fo horrid a defign might lay upon the Catholick Party, and to invalidate, as much as 
they arc able, all reports and proots thereof; and therefore have endeavoured to fiop and fupprefs all the light 
thereof, and all Books or Papers that may any way inform the Judgements of the people, who are made to be- 
lieve quite contrary to what you have made me to fee. And I queſtion not but that alſo, in ſome meaſure, the 
ſame skill and artifice of the Jeſuitical Party is uſed amongſt you as well as here, and that by their cunning 
Infinuations and Contrivances, they have been able (as you ſeem to intimate) to pervert the minds of many 
in Exgland, and to tix on them a ftrange blindneſs and disbelief of the Plot, not onely of thoſe of their Religion, and 
well-affeced to their way, but alſo of many of the more moderate and fimply honeſt of the contrary Party, who 
have been led alide by their ſpecious pretences, and ſedulous infinuations, and diligent aſperlions of the Witnefles, 
and ſtartled and confirmed by the pertinacious denying and ſeeming Innocency of thoſe that ſuffer'd for the ſame. 
If then in Exglend, where theſe things are tranſaQed, they are able to alienate the minds of many, and to keep 
them in the miſt of ignorance and unbelief, you may be ſure that at this diſtance, and where the power of your Ad- 
verſaries has more force and ſtrength, and where they have far greater means to ſtifle the breaking forth of the lealt 
Ray of the light of Truth, that the peovle are much more ignorant, and by that means more prejudiced againſt you ; 
though there are none almoſi, to whom I have made known and communicated thoſe Papers and Letters you ſent 
me, but are either convinc'd, or know not hoy to raife any juſt Argument againſt the Truth of what they _ 
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our Letters, as may by ſeveral inſtances and known evenimgnts be made appear : 
ſcandal to many:good Catholicks, and knowing Chriſti 


that means they have lott more from the Catholick Cauſe, then ever they have gained thereto by theſe pernicious 
courſes, For where the dint of Argument cannot prevail, and where the Conſcience cannot be allured, the dint 
of Sword, Oppreffion and Perſecution, will never be able to overcome 3 nor Plots and Contrivances, though 
never ſo well laid, will prevail, as we have often cxperimentally found. And though by theſe means any Religion | 
may ſeem for a time to. be eſtabliſh'd,yet at laſt jt, will.quickly burft.out into a flame for it is impoſſible, with the 
greateſt Tyranny. to efjabliſh. the greateli Truth, unleſs it be re&ived into the Minds and Conſciences of the 
people. v0 :41543þ | | 530 \ IP | ; | 
- I muſt therefore once-again acknowledge: the.great ſatisfaGion. I have received by thoſe, Books, Papers and 
Letters which you haveſent,me, and which-have reRificd my doubttull thoughts,' and made me very. ſenſible, 
. that there. has not onely been a very great, Conſpiracy, and moſt horrid Plot ;: but alſo they. have made me ſee 
; who were the contrivers and carriers on of ;the-ſame : and now I likewiſe! reſt ſatisfied .iri the puniſhment of 


ſome of the Offendours, being aſſured that-they died not'for the * "I (as they would here make us 


| bdlieve)» but as Criminals and Traytors to their King, Countiy, : WS. ; £7 62 
I muſt confeſs, there has nothing, more troubled my Conſcience, anWMade me queſtion the verity of the Ro- 


-miſh Faith, in- which I was bred, then the laying open; of theſe horrid*:Defigns, and the conſtant practices of 


theſe Brothers of Feſws in all parts : and it has fo tar awakened me, that Inow make it my reſolution, to ſatisfie 
all thoſe ſcruples that have ariſen thereupon, and tp inform my ſelf taytite,, and to try if thoſe Arguments that 
the Proteſtants have uſed to juſtify their Separation; -be according to thoſe Rules laid down in the Scriptures or 
not, and to make a more diligent ſcrutiny ipto all thoſe differences between us, that I may be no longer in the 
dark, and grope after uncertainties. And theretoxe I ſhall detire till your atfiltance and correſpondence, in fur- 
niſhing m- with thoſe Books and Writings that may be tit tor this. intention: for as Iam an EngliſÞ-man I have 


- a natural Jove to my Country, and notwithlianding any difference:in- point of Religion, and diltance at preſent 


from'the.ſamc, I conſtantly wiſh, as I ought, its proſperity and felicity, as I believe all true Exgliſh C atholicks 


' not Jeſuited, or perverted by their horrid and deſtructive principles, doe the ſame 3 and truely hate all theſe un- 


duc and unrighteous ways of propagating Religion, and the Romith Faith. And I cannot but take notice of that 
cruel and deteltable malice of the Brothers of the Society, who would have cut off Berry a Prieſt, for writing in 
favour of the Oaths of Allegeance and Supremacy, which I think any true Catholick may take, without any 
wrong, to his Conſcience 3 and for that end (as .Ltind in your Depotitions) they offer*d 1014. as a reward to the 
ſaid Deponent to kill the ſaid Berry. I. cannot theretore blame my Countrymen, it after all theſe doings, which 
have eppeared fo horridly unjuſt, cruel and bloudy in all reſpe&s, they are grown ſevere and bitter againſt all 
Romiſh Catholicks 3 and many thouſands, though/innocent, mult ſuffer in your thoughts and.opinions, for the 
ſake of theſe wicked wretches., And the Plot hath now appcared ſo general and univerſal through the Nation , 


- and not onely there, but in France, Flanders, Spain, and Italy, that I cannot but wonder at the extent thereof, 


and admixe at the great and abundant mercy of God, that bas almoſt miraculouſly brought it to light, and pre- 
vented it, when even rcady to be effeed, and even in the height of their ſecurity. And' this certainly ſhews, 
that God does-not own {uch wicked and undue ways and praQices, as to bring in any Religion whatſoever by 


- Bloud, - Plots, Murthers, and Defigns. 


And I mult herctake notice and acknowledge, that long, before the diſcovery of this Plot, I haveiobſerved in 
diſcourſe with many on this ſide the Water, that there was a more then: uſual expeRation of ſomething to be 
done in England; and ſometimes they would darkly intimate, that e*re .long we ſhould (ce the true Catholick 
Religion flouriſh again in that Kingdom as much or more thenever : ſo that no doubt, many more here knew of 
this ſccrcet, and had great expectations, belides thoſe who were intruſted in carrying on the Deſign, 


AS 


C33) 

As to what you ſeem to deſire, how this Plot is:reſented here, atnong us, ahd . what people (ay :theteof, 1 
muſt anſwer, that the ſiream ſeems:to run two ways; and'ts divided according to the humour of.the-people. For 
the more moderate and jult do extreamly. blame the Authours and Promoters of it, and look  upep them, as: the 
Ruincrs of the Catholick Religion in.Exglaud, who had fuch indulgence, ſuch favour and: kindneſs ſhewed 
them, . both from Prince, and: People, that notwithſtanding, the ſevere. penal Laws againſt them. in that King- 
dom, they enjoyed tully their own, liv*d quietly without mgleſtation, reproach,” and diftindion, were admitted 
into all Offices and places. in the Commonvealth and Army, enjoying all the liberty they;could, expe&, os 
juſily defire :- and” therefore theſe extreamly blame the: Jeſuitical Party, and all thoſe who. were - Conſpi- 
ratours, and promoters of this-Plat and-horrid 'Deflign, as wicked and ungrateful perſons, that ſhould abule fo 
much mercy and indulgence ſhewn to them, and that they could not (ce their own quiet and happineſs in cn- 
joying their Liberty and. Eſtates without interruption, in a. Kingdom wholly Proteſtant, and where they are bue 
a handful in compariſon of the others, ſo that they could not hope to prevail, without horrid Maſſacres, much 
Bloud, War and Devaſtation. So that theſe men feem to be odious, and detelficd by all that have or make 
any profefſion of Godlinels, Religion and Piety, who do verily believe; that they have thereby nttexly ſubverted 
and ruined the Catholick Cauſe in England, believing that you will now urg: all thoſe penal Statutcs in force 
againlt them, and njake others morc ſevere, where they are dehictent, or banith them wholly out of the Land. 
And that this will juſily open the mouths, and awaken the Pens of all the Protefiants againſt them, and rip up all 
their former Cruelties, to fer the teeth of the people, on edge againtlt them, and to render them odious, by thew- 
ing their former bloudy doings, -which had elſe been forgotten, and were'raked up under the aſhes of Time. 
As I perceive by one Book you ſent, called The Antichrijtian Principle Diſcovered, in a bricf and true account 
of all.the helliſh Plots, bloudy Perfecutions, and horrid Maſſacres, and moſt inhumane Crueltics and Tortures; 
exerciled by the Papilis throughout Ezrope, &c, Which ſhews how much the Spirits of people are awa- 
kened againti them by thele new Machinations, and that all their former Errours, Faults and Crueltics will be 
anew laid open, and brought out of the Grave of Qblivion, to teliihe againſt them. "Pp 

But. it is not onely in Exgland, that they have by tneſe unjult and wicked devices done themſelyes and their 
Party an injury > but they have awakened the jealous eyes of all the Proteſiant party throughout Exrope, who, ſeem 
to be ({fartled and troubled at this wicked and horrid Defign. ' And as I have heard it lately reported, it hath 
been fo very il] reſented by all'the Prcotetiant Princes in Germany, that it has put them upon firigger' caution ot 
preſerving themfelves and Religion agaialt thefe:-furt of men, and: the Papilts in general, when they fec Eng- 
tand, the prop. and glory: of Proteſtantiſm, ſo deſperately. firuck at, and like to be fubverted by theſe horrid 
Plots,. and wicked Machinations and Confpiracies. * | , Wh WEP 2 

But there is another Party, who cither out of cunning, malice or ignorance, will not believe, or at leaft ſeem 
not to_ believe this. to be any, ſuch Plot as you in Erg/aud'would: make it to;be. And theſe fort of men, are, very 


people, :if you ſhall think,ir, requijite, I give you; fxeg-libexty, £o publiſh; the lames , 1 on 4 cs 1 
In the-firſt place then, ;that hey way: beget a, vexy .j1l, opjnion 'of the. Perſons that are the Diſcover, rs pf this 


+44 + - 


e 
that then he ws not perſon of that Credit as to he depended.og. for. what he. (boplg ſoy, and that bad the Diſcovery 
of the Flot come onely from his Teſtimony, be might bave made- ſome doubt-of .it,,,, Put then, the very ſame Prin 

'B -  _ - o_—_— 


» 


(4) 


confeſſes, that it being ſo corroborated with other Circumſtan 


ces, he wa convinced and ſatisfied in the truth of 
the thing. 'See now, from what'little fhadow of ill, they xais'd a dark miſt to blind the eyes of the.people, and 
by it would endeavour to make them believe all that Mr. Oates thould fay was falſe, and that the Plot was of - 
| his own making and contriving, ſet on by the Enemies of cheir Religion. | 

But let it be granted that Mr. Oates had been formerly an it Liver, or what they ſay of him as to his Lifeand 
Converſation in his youth : we know that God makes ufe of Sinners to glorifie his Name, and a conſpiring and 


perſecuting Saul may become a great and glorious Apoſtle. Had not Mr. Oates had ill Principles, he never 
could have been drawn into fo horrid a deſign, (but the Hand of God was in it, who out of Evil produces 
Good :) for the Feſnites are fo cloſe and ſubtle, and carry on their Deſigns with that Secrecy and Contrivance, 
that it would be impoſſible to dere them, and to have a plain and evident proof againti their Treaſonable 
practices, but by one of themſelves, and of their Conſpiracy. And therefore it cannot be thought any hard 
ufage, (as the Lord Chief Juſtice Scroggs obſerves.) to convict Offenders by Teftimony of their Fellows, becauſe 
'tis bardly poſſible to bring other Witneſſes : and therefore in that reſpet Wimeſſes cannot be abſolutely ſpotleſs. 

Conlidering the depth of this horrid Plot, and the great perſons that were collaterally in the ſame, carrying 
on great and various deſigns, Mr. Oates, the firſt Diſcoverer,ran a very great riſque of his Credit and Lite, (o that 
it behoved him to be cautious and wary, and not to diſcover a thing of this nature without great proot: and tor 
that by the Laws of England, one fingle Teſtimony, though back'd with other Circumllances, will not ſerve to 
condemn a perſon in caſe of High Treafon, Mr. Oates could not of himſelf have been able to have brought the 
Offenders to condign puniſhment, had not God (whoſe hand was in the Diſcovery) raiſed up others alſo after- 
wards to give Evidence, and to clear vp and dilucidate the whole matter. And this very thing it icems, made 
thoſe concerned in the Plot ſo very bold and confident, as not to Fly upon his firſt Diſcovery of theſame ; and he 
had like to have been born down with a firong tyde of Oppolition, till the Murther of Sir Edmwadbury Godfry, 
whoſe forwardne(s and aGivity in doing his Duty, and detefting this horrid deſign, expoſed him to their ma= 
lice and fury ; and they, who had gone fo far, as to endeavour to murther their King, and ſubvert the Govern- 
ment of their Country, would not ſtick at the little murther of one that was ſo aGive a miniſter in bringing 
the bulinefs to light, and unravelling the bottom of their wicked deligns. 

But the murther cf this perſon ſirangely awakened the minds of people, who were before in a great Security, 
and looked but lightly on the Plot, (as I am inform*d by Relations from England) and the cry of his bloud calld 
down God's Vengeance on the Plotters, and no doubt, they gave themſelves a mortal blow when they ſtrangled 
this Innocent perlon. And ſince it was requiſite, that there ſhould be more Evidence then one, God made 
uſe of this Murther, fo far as to awaken thereby the Conſcience of Mr. Bedlow, who was to have been engaged 
in the Murther of this Gentleman, and who knew of it, and was one in the great Conſpiracy and Plot, and 
who alto, though fled for the ſame, was at laſt compelled by the force of his troubled Conſcience to come in vo- 
luntarily, to ſecond Mr. Oates, and to dete& both the Murther and the Plot. 

T cannot hear, that they have any thing to obje& againſt Mr. Bedlow in particular to take off his Evidence, but 
that they aſperſe him in general terms, as if he were hired to the fame : but if any one of an unbiaſs*d Judgment 
ſhall ſeriouſly reade and weigh all the ſeveral proots made out againſt the Criminals, by Mr. Oates and Mr. Bed- 
low, agreeing in all Circumitances, thongh no intimacy was ever known to be between them, he mult needs 
acknowledge, that nothing is more clear and evident, then that there could not be any ſuch Conſpiracy between 
them, to invent and frame ſo many firange fiories and relations as they have given in under their Oaths, wich 
all Circumſtances as to Places, Time and Perſons, without betraying themſelves, or being intrapped- by thoſe 
quick-cy'd perſons by whom they have'been examined, and of which we fhould quickly have heard. So that 
I cannot but admire at the firange impudence of thoſe perfons, who Kill buz into the ears of-the people, rhac 
*tis no Plot but of Oates and Bedfow*s making, giving the lie in the face of a whole Nation to-the Fuftices, 
thathave taken the Examinations, to the Judges, that have'ſate on the Tryals, to the Comncil, that have ſifted 
and looked into the Papers and Writings belonging to theſe Plotters, Traitours and Murthexers, and to the 
Lords and Nobility of Exgland, and to the Parliament, the Repreſentative of all the People of England, who 
in their Vote die Lune 24. Martii' 1678. declared nemine Contradicente, That they were fully ſatisfied by the 
proofs they bad heard, That there now i1, and for divers years laſt paſt hath been, a borrid and Treaſonable Plot and 
Conſpiracy contrived and carried on by thoſe of the Popiſh Religion, for the Murthering of bis Majeſtie*s ſacred Per- 
Jon, and for Subverting the Proteſtant Religion, and the Ancient and well-eſtabliſhed Government of this Kingdom. 
I ay, that after all this clear Evidence againſt them, and that nothing can be made out more plain and perſpicu- 


ous, that they 'thould if endeavour to preſs upon the belief of people, that *ris a fictitious Plot, is-the moli 


firahge picce of Impudence I ever heard or read of. | 
'Can any that entertain ſuch a thought believe that the whole Nation are deceived ? and that all theſe, the 
wifeſt of the. Kingdom, arc deluded;or cart be made Fools and Aﬀles of by Mr. Oates and Mr. Bedlow ? or in reaſon 
think or fappole , that all theſe perſons are fo wicked to 'frame a Plot againſt the Papilts, and to take away 
- the ſeveral Lives of theſe wretches, onely'to extirpate a few Papits out of the Kingdom ? One of theſe mult con- 
ſequently follow if there be not in-reality any ſuch Plot, as/thefe fort of men would have people believe. - But 
God ſeeming to reſolve'to diſcoverfally-the bottomi'of this deſign, and to make it apparent to all the world, he 
has given a cloud of Witneffes, -and'whoHy-totake away that ſcruple, hath raifed up Prance and Dugdale, two 
'more, to fecond and confirmthe'truth of Oates and Bedlow's zffertions. [2 
'* As'to Mt. Prugdate, Thave'heard that they have been fo far from aſperfing him, that they have (ſome of 


" them) 'been forc*'d publickly to acknowtedge (him u ſober, boxeft may + yet he was drawn into the Plot for Re- 
' Hgton's ſake, till he came toknow of the intendeF*Murthet ofthe King, ant then the alarm-Bell of his Con- 
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| what he did ww freely and voluntarily, not byaſſed by any inifter end, nor out bf any malice, crin wrong to 8 
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ſcience rung o loud that it awaken'd him out of his Lethargy, and brought him to a confeſſion of his Crimes; 
and to be an Evidence againfi then, | | 6T 
As to Mr. Pronce, God ſuffer'd him to goe on and to be zeatous (as T obſerve by his own Book) in this Plot ; 
and to be one of the Initruments alhiting in the murther of that worthy Knight Sir Edmundbury Godfry, and to 
continue without remorſe, till he was taken onely upon a bare ſurmiſe of his being from home ſainenights, which 
cauſed him to be brought before the Council, where he was diſcovered by Mr. Bedlow, to be one' of thoſe per- 
ſons that he had ſeen in the Room where Sir Edmundbury Godfry lay murthered 3 which Mr. Praxce hitnſelf ac- 
knowledges to be the immediate hand of God, which fo far prefled upon his Conſcience, as afterwards to make 
2 full and ingenuous-Confefhion both of the Martber and P1ot, for which he received the King's Pardon. And this 
is a ſtrenuous evidence againtt them, and ſtrong confirmation of the Aﬀertions of Mr. Oates and Below; 'and 
chat what they had delivered , was not by Combination, or any Conſpiracy between them. | 83 
But againti Mr. Praxce, I hnd they had raiſed three ſeveral objeRions, thinking thereby to make His teſtimony 
inconfiderable. The firſt was, that he was Mad. But as to this, I think all that have rcad his-Depofitions, and 
che Evidence he hath given as to the Plot, with the circumftances of his being engaged in the fame, and the 
punctual account of the Murther of Sir Ednwndbury Godfry, will not judge him to be bereft of his ſenſes. The 
things too well cohere together to proceed from a diſtracted perſon. The ſecoxd is, thathe was tortur'd, and ill 
uſed in Priſon, to make him Contefs againft his Conſcience 3 and that all he had ſaid as to the Plot and' Mar- 
ther, was through fear and terrowr, But I ſhall onely mention his own words, fufficient to clear this Aſperſion, 
pag. 25. of his Narrative, That the Report was wholly falſe and ſcandalow, but that on the comrary, be had received 
allthe kind uſage and civilities imaginable, from Captain Richardon the Keeper of Newgate, where he wa qo 
ned all the time of bis tay ; and that nothing of compulfion or force was pmt upon him to declare any thing, but t at 
er- 
ſon whatſoever : And this he declares in the preſence of Almighty God, the Searcher of Hearts, before wh 49 
and dreadtull Tribunal he expeQts to appear, and begs and implores the mercy of the King of Heaven, on his 
fincere Repentance, tor his wicked fa, and great fin committed, in being an Acceſſory to the Death of 
Sir Edmundbury Godfry, as he had obtained that of his King here for the ſame. The third was, "that being 
through fear and terrour made to acknowledge himſelf guilty, he was forced in his Conſcience todeny all again, 
before His Majeſty of Great Britain. And here indeed they have ſome appearance of Truth, and with it they 
have madea great duſt, thinking by this means to blind the eyes of the people. But Mr. Prance himfelf in his 
Narrative pg. 22. and 23+ fo well clears that afperſion, that there can beno more faid, and "0 my jud Aides Fran 
ders him more ſtrong and firm after his fiaggering and fluQuation : for he calls it there his imbecillity and weak-- 
neſs, that though he had onely for his Conſcience fake made his free Confeſſion, being awakened by the horrour 
of his Crimes, yet afterwards he went and declared to the King that he was Innocent, and that all thoſe he had 
accuſed were alſo Innocent, Now they cry out, a man that will thus fay now one thing, and then another 
thing, is not to be believed; and that his Evidence is nothing worth. But pag. 23. Mr. Prance fays this for 
himſclf, That the fear and terrowr of death ( 1ot then baving any aſſurance of Pardon ) lying heavy upon bim,' and 
alſo the fear of being aſſailinated by the bloutly and revengefullPrietts and Jeſuits, and alſo that if be ſhoutd eſcape 
with Life, that he ſhould wholly loſe his Trade, and ſo be conſequently ruined and- undone, ſince bu chief ſubſiſtence 
depended on the Trade he had with the Roman Catholicks, and that his Soul was not yet intirely out of rhe 
ſnare of Popith thraldom, induced him to think he might lawfully ſay, That he and all the reft were Innocent , 
becauſe the borrid Crime of the Murther of Sir Edmundbury Godfry bad been declared By the Popifh Priefts to be no 
fin, and ſo in that ſenſe they were ll Tynocent, though be had not fince the Fail received Abſolution. And thus by 
the way you may obſerve how they all die Innocent, as themfelves at the Gallows are pleas*d to fay. 
But then he defires yourto confider, that to ftrengthen his firſt affertion, and to invalidate thisz@ of his weak- 
neſs and fear, he ſays, That what be had declared concerning the Murther was ſolemnly and upon Oath; and this 
Peppoſed Retr:Gation, ſuddenly in Paſſion, Conſternation and Fear, and not upon Oath. Secondly, That he was no 
ſooner carricd back from the King and Connct to Newgate, not being above halfar tour after, bat thac he car- 
nefily requeſted his Keeper to carry him back again, that he might juſtify his former' Confeſorrto-be true in all 
Circumfances, and that what he had lately faid contradictory thereto, was cauſed by his perplexity of mind, 
and-thetterrour he lay unger 3 and being immediately carried back, He denied bis Recantation, ad voluntarily 
upon Oath confirmed what he bad firſt declared to be true, _ > DATE! 237 GUST 
* And afterwards falling {ick whilft in Newgate, and like todje, he then expeding to die, declared and often 
afferted to divers his firti Confeſhon to be trae in all points, 'as alſo: finceherecoveted his health : So that *tis ve- 
ry plain, all this duſt which the Pricfts and Jeſuits have raiſed abour this matter is blown away, and. Truth is 
become perſpicuous to any ingenuqus man, that will but impartially look into theſe tranſactions, arid confider 
them as they arc, and not as they arc repreſented by their falſe perſpe@ives. ) _ 193! 
This is all that I have heard to be objected as to the Witneſſes, and you may judge by what I have been able to 
ſay, how frivolous it is. But theſe malicious perſons have not onely raifed obje&tons againſt thofe  perfons be- 
fore mentioned, who were Witnefles againſt theſe Plotters, but they alſo endeavour to caft an Odium on the 
Judges themſelves, eſpecially the Lord Chiet Jukice z whom _ report to be a'very vioknt and paffionate man 
againſt them, triumphing'in their overthrow, handling the Priſoners cruefy and hardly, daunting their Wit- 
nefſes; and laſhing out againſt them and their Religion, with many the like bitter reports: and as f have heard, 
they havenot {tuck to have ſent him Letters from this fide the Water, upbraiding him for walking contrary to 
the ſteps ofhis Predeceffors in the like Cafes 3 and have alfo been fo impudent, as to fend hirh* a Book in the 
French Tongue, which endeavours to make this Plot to'be contrived and had; not by the Papifts, 'but by the 
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FaGious and Secarian Parties in England. But this is fiemos vendere, and I think that Worthy Perſon needs no 
Juſtification. I am ſatisfied, and ſuppoſenone that have read or heard the Trials of thoſe perſons condemned . 
for the-Plot,; and Murther of Sir Edmwndbury Godfry, but mult remain ſatisfied inthe fair and uprighe dealing 
ofthe Lord Chiet: Juſtice Scroggs, -in hearing the Evidence fully on all fides, and judging juſtly and ind:fterently 
| the-King and the; Priſoners And in this extraordinary Caſe, if aftex an impartial and legal!) Trial, 

mming yp the Evidence, preſſed it home to the Jury to doe Jultice, and it he ſpake ſomething as to 

theFEacholick Religion , andthe Jeſuits, and Jeſuited party, that has raiſed theſe Commotions and Confpiras 
cies, and brought thoſe men.into the ſnare, he ought not to be blamed and I cannot find either in him; or' 
thoſe other Judges who gave Sentence of Death on the offenders, but that they did it according to Law, modelt- 
ly,.and without that triumphing and bitterneſs, as they would ſeem to intimate. | 

But to what poor ſhifts are theſe men drove to hide this abominable Plot and wicked Contrivance! when they 
would -inlinuate into the people on this fide the Watcr, and at a diſtance from you, that there never was any 
ſuch perfon as.Sir. Edmundbary Godfry, and that you.in England have fram'd a ltory of fuch a Murther, taking 
a hint from a Town called St. Edmunds Bury, to make the Papilis odious, and by that means to raiſe the ma- 
lice of the people againlt them, - This ſhews very much the weakneſs of their Caule, or rather the foulneſs of ir, 
that they are forced to ſuch narrow ſtarting-holes to keep up their reputation here : But with you this needs no 
anſwer, that worthy Gentleman being ſo well known in the place where he dwelt, and was too publicka Light 
to be hid in obſcurity under a Buſhel. 

To makethis Diſcovey yet more full and evident, I tind that God has brought forth of the Tower cf Lo-2dort 
one Mr..Everard, after four years impriſonment, to give his Teliimony concerning this very Plot, as appears by 
bis Evidence and Narrative upgfi Oath, who there athrms what he knew of the ſame, and atter what; manner he 
came by it, being informed@& it in Paris , ſo that coming over to Exgland, for the intent of diſcovering what 
he knew concerning the ſame, he was clapt into the Tower, under the pretext of having ſome delign of ma- 
King an attempt againlt the Duke of Monmonth's Lite, where he,was kept tour years aclofe Priſoner, without ever 
being brought to any Hearing or Trial; and though he had ſeveral times made ſome diſcovery of this Plot to 
Sir Jeb Robinſon, the then Lieutenant of the Tower, he either did not or would not belicve any thing of it, and 
would giveno information to His Majelty concerning the ſame 3- as may more fully appear by the Depolitions of 
the ſaid Mr, Everard : which certainly isa very great Teſtimony, and very much corroborxates the Aſſertions of 
the other Witneſſes concerned in the Plot, this man being none ofthe Contederacy, and ſo not entruſted with the 
horrid [ntrigues thercof ; yet ſo far knew of the ſame, as to have given ſome Light to the farther diſcovery of 
this dark delign, had he not been thus ſubtly. prevented by ſome of the Plottas means, who are ſince in cu- 
liody themſelves in Ireland, the Province where they were to Act; for both that Kingdom and Scotland alſo 
was at the ſametime to have becn ſubverted, as well as Eng/and. But things were not then ripe, and God 
had defigned to let them run on yet farther in their wickedneſs, that his Glory might appear more gicat and per- 
ſpicuous,. and that his mercy, and protecting care of the King, and pcople of England; might be ſeen in. diverting 
and making known'a Plot and Conſpiracy fo impending, and near taking effect, being, carried on with ſuch ſe» 
crecy, '$kilt and-power ſo many ycars : but to God be given the Glory, and let the barking mouths* of theſe 


- Currs beftopped at lalt, .and their.cndeavours to hide and, to make this Plot of no account be-blalted and come to 


nought.. Amen. - | | | kl 

Notwithiianding the Artitices'ot theſe men to ſupport their credit here abroad, and in ſome meaſure with you 
alſo in.England, their Compliccs'are like to ſuffer for their treaſonable. practices. Some of the underlings have 
already paid For their Treaſon, with the forfeiture ofitheiriLives ,z and the more great.and formidable Plotters 
are like alſo to. be called to account, and the very bottom of this horrid and helliſh deſign. like to be diſcovered, 
It-is therefore now time for them.to.beſtir themſelves, and inded to ſay the truth, they will leave no ſftone-un- 
turn'd, and having firſt endeavoured to ſcandalize the Evidence againti them,: they. now try to corrupt it, and 
to take them off; and this they have pxocurcd 2 ſubtle Agent to effect,, one Nathaniel Reading, who, by great 
and fair promiſes of great rewards, and ſore Gold. in hand, would have taken off Mr. Bedlow, one of the chief 
Evidence for the,Kiog again(t theſe Plotters 3 but I find that Mr. Bedlow out-witted him, and notwithitanding he 
was afubtle Lawyer, broughthim to ſhame and puniſhment for his Crime, which certainly was of a very high 
Nature, and which was punQually proved aan him, ſo that none can deny the Truth thereof. Now from 


> this I argue, If there were no Plot, as the Feſ#its here have endeavoured to have made ns believe, why ſhould 


thoſe accuſed thercof ſeck by fuch unjult means of bribery to take off the Evidence againlt them 3 and to draw be- 
forchand ſuch matter onely:for the Evidence to.ſwear ta, as might be ſure not to make them guilty of Treaſon, 
and out,ot-the dapgerof the Law ?.. Innocency-needs not theſe ſhifts, and this alſo to me, and all rational men, 
muſt ceds be another proof of their Guilt 3. and that, notwithſtanding all this ttir that they have made to hide 
their Crime, and molt horrid Deſign, they are guilty of the ſame 3 and that there is and hath bcen a horrid Plot 
and Conſpiracy 7. _ _ .1 ,/ + 2100 aa ; | 
;Since you havedefircd me to communicate my mind fully to you, T hope, you will not think me tedious in 
that I cannot yetleave this matter 3 and that I reſolve as briefly as I can, to mention to you my thoughts on the 
ſeveral Trials of, thoſe pe; ſons Condemned, both for the Conſpiracy,and for the Murther of Sir Edmundbury God- 
fry, and to, let, you know what herc hath been ſaid thereupon: for they have.not. onely endeavoured by all 
weans and Ways to beſpatter and calumniate the perſons © of thoſe who diſcovered the Plot, the Judges who gave 
Sexzence on the Traytors, and the Witneſſes againit them, but alſo violently to ſpeak,againlt the Juſtice and 1c- 


pac of the Trial themſelves 3 and fo far to jukiify the Criminals, and thoſe ,Condemned and E xccuted for 


Traytors, as if they diedillegally, without apparcnt proofs, and Inngeent, and Martyrs. | 
bu I | : Zi Anc 
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And here I cannot but admire the ſirange audacity of theſe mert, that they ſhould think-to be able, with bold 
and lying aſfertions to leſſen and pervert matters of tact, and things ſo notoriouſly known and acet in the face 
of a Nation 5 things not private'y or clandeſtinely ated, but publickly and before the -whole- World. But 
what is it that theſe men will not attempt ? | | 

Tantum Kelligio potuit ſuadere Malorum # 
'Tis for the ſake of Religion, and they may doe any thing. | ; © wt bat 

The firſt that comes upon the ſtage is Mr. Coleman, a leading man in this horrid Plot and Conlpiracy, and a 
prime ator and promoter of it, by his great correipondency abroad, both at -Rome and in the French Court, 
I have read the Trial of that perſon with caution and conhideration; and however plain the proofs may appear to 
me, and toothers of unbyaſſcd judgments, yet they have had the confidence here to aſſert, and endeavour to 
impreſs it on the minds ot the people, that nothing could be made out againſt this man to render him worthy 
of Death, or tv make him guilty of Treaſon; and that he died innocent, a Sazxt, and a Martyr; and that at the 
Execution he utterly denied there was any ſuch thing as a Plot, as was pretended, though he own'd himſelf tb 
be indeed a zealous promoter of the Catholick, Cauſe. And, as I have heard, many were fo ſottiſhly deluded with 
this opinion of his innocency, that they purchaſed at dear rates pieces of the Halter that ſtrangled him, to keep 
as rcliques of his Saintſhip. That a great argument of his innocency was, that he never endeavoured to make 
any eſcape or to fly away, having his Liberty ſeveral days after the diſcovery of the Plot, and his being queſti- 
on'd about the fame. 

The men who ſcem thus to believe nothing, and goe about to perſwade others to be of their opinion. 4nd 
who raiſe the objections and reports tocalt a miſt before the eyes ot the people, are thoſe no doubt whoſe Con- 
{ſciences know the contrary to what they pretend to be abſolutely true, and are and have been agents and promotefs 
of that Plot and Contpizacy they would cry down: and thcy cannot but know that Coleman and the reſt had a 
fair Trial. 3 that the proots were home and evident againſi them, and that they ſuffer'd juſtly and by due coutſe 
of Law. But it is their interclt to ſeem of another mind : and notwithſtanding they have endeavoured to rendet 
the Lord Chief Fujtice odious, and cunning]y to infinuate his illegal proceedings with Mr. Coleman, thoſe of 
their own party could not but acknowledge the words that I ſhewed them inthe ſeventeenth Page of his printed 
Trial to be full of honour and integrity, For there ſpeaking to Mr, Oates, who was then to be {worn as evidence 
apainli Mr. Coleman, hegives him warning to ſpeak, nothing but the truth, not to adde the leaſt title that is 
falſe for any advantage whatſoever 1, for that ſince the Priſoners Bloud and Life was at ſtake, be ſhould ſtand or full, 
be juſtified or condemned by Trath. He alſo then puts Mr. Oates in mind of the facredne(s of an Oath, and that 
to fallity it, and thereby to take away a man's Lite, was Murther. Therefore he delixed he would ſpeak nothing 
but the down-right Truth, that he may not be condemned by any Circumfiances, but by plain evidence of Fact; 
and to that not onely Mr. Coleman may be f{atished in the juſtne(s of his Trial, but all peopleelſe. I think this is 
ſufficicnt to manifett the uprightneſs of the Judge, and that Mr. Coleman had a free and legal Trial for his Life, 
according, to the Laws of England. | | 

But chat thcy ſhould fo boldly and with a contident Brow aſſert, that nothing could be made out againſt him; 
that ſhould render him guilty of Treaſon or worthy of Death, is very tixange, when not onely the witneſſes that 
are brought againlt him do prove ſuthcicat matter of fact, but his own Letters produced and read before 
his face, which he acknowledgcs tor his own , do in plain words ſay, that he is about 4 great work,, #0 leſs 
then the Converſ.0n of three Kiagdoms, and the total and utter Subverſion and Subduing of that peſtilent Hereſy the 
Proteſtant Religion, which hath reigned ſo long in this Northern part of the Iorld ,. and for the doing of which there 
never ws ſuch great hopes ſince our . &ueen Marie's days as at this time : pag. 69, Now can there be any thing 
more clear, then that this ſubverſion of a Religion ſo generally received 'in thoſe three Kingdoms, and fo long 
and thoroughly eſtablithed, could not be fected but by the ſubverſion of thoſe three Kingdoms. and by. the de- 

ſiraGion of the eſtabliſhed Laws, the Liberties, and the Lives of many thouſands within theſe three Kingdoms ? 
and all this could not have been done without bringing in of forcifi Force, or railing a Rebellion amongit your 
ſelvcs, or both, In his long, Lettcr to Monticur Le Cheſe he ſays, pag. 53. He would willingly be in everlaſting 
diſgrace with all the world, if by the aſſiſtauce of 20000.14. to be obtained from the FRENCH KING, he did not 
regain tothe DUKE his MASTER. bis former Off.ces, and eſpecially that of being ADMIRAL of the FLEET : and 
again pag. 54. he tclls you tor what end this delign is, that it might give the greateſt blow to the Proteſtant Relis 
gion in England that ever it received ſince its birth: and therctore in the cencluſion of one of his Letters to 
Le Cheſe , the French King's Contciſour , he defixes,the power and athſtance.of France, which next under 
God he relics upon. So that his-own hand convids him of endeavouring to bring in Forein Powers into England , 
to cliabliſh the Roman Catholick, Religion, and to overthrow that now there cltablifhed. 

This was but one way to bring his. deligns. about 3 the. other moſt. horxrid and bloudy was the taking 
away the Sacred Life of the King, which Mr. Oates {wears againli him, pag. 21, that he wasprivy to the Conſul 
at the White-Horſe Tavern in the Strand, wherein it was refulved, that Grove and:Pickering ſhould be employ- 
cd tocfett it, and that Mr. Coleman did approve of the fame : fo that by this the proof was plain againſt him, 
for by the Laws of England his aſſent made him cqually guilty with the Aſſalſinates, there bemg, no Acceflories 
in Treaſon. . And this Reſolve he ſwears was communicated-to Mr. Coleman in his hearing in 1ild-houſe : and 
Pag. 22, he ſwears he heard him ſay the delign was well contriveh. And. pag. 24. Oates twears that Mr. Coles 
man knew of the four Iriſh Ruffians (ent to, Windſor to kill the King 3 andin his hearing asked Harcourt at Fild- 
houſe what care was taken for thoſe Four Gentlemen that went alt night to Windſor , who. replied, there was 
$o. li. ordercd to be ſent to them; which he ſaw; there, on the Table, ,moſt part. of it in Guinies 3 and that 
Mr, Coleman gave, a Guiny to the Meflenger, who was.to carzy this reward, to: be nimble and to expedite his 

| C journey. 
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journey. Then pag. 25. he ſwears again, that Mr. Coleman was privy to the inſtructions ſent by White, Provincia! 
ofthe Jeſuits, trom theſe parts, to impower the Conſulters to propole 10000 lr. to Sir George Wakeman to poy- 
fon the King 5 and that he not onely ſaw and read theſe Inftrutions, but copied them out, and tranſinitted them 
to ſeveral Conſpirators in this Plot within the Kingdom. And pag. 26. he ſwears, Mr. Coleman (aid he thought 
10000. li, was too little, and that it would be neceſſary to adde 5000 i. more, that they might be ſure to have 
it done. And pag. 27. he ſwears that he ſaw Mr. Coleman's Commiſſion for to be Secretary of State, from the Ge- 
neral of the Society of eſis, by virtue ofa Brief from the Pope3 and that in Fenwick's Chamber in Drury- Lane 
he ſaw him open it, and own the reccipt of it, ſaying it was a good exchange. 

One witnels is not enough in this caſe, but I hind alſo Mr. Bedlow a ſecond to ſtrengthen the other's Evidence 
he ſwears pag. 43. that he heard Mr. Coleman ſay at his own houſe, That if he bad an hundred Lives, and a ſea 
of Bloud to ſwim throngh, he would ſpend it all to carry on the Cauſe of the Church of Rome, and to eſtabliſh that 
Church in England : and if there were an hundred heretical Kings to be Depoſed, he would ſee them all deſtroyed : 
that both (wear to the killing of the King, and ſubverting the Government. I cannot tind that Mr. Coleman 
could make any good or ſatisfactory defence for himſelf, but would have fought ſtarting-holes and ſhifts to have 
amazed the mindsof the Jury, with putting the witneſſes to have proved to a day what they averr, which is in 
moſt things done, and would take that advantage, where Mr, Oates ſays pag. 72. he will not be poſitive that it 
was ſuch a day 3. but Mr. Colemax cannot bring any potitive proot that it was not that day, or that the witneſs 
contradicted him(elt, as he attempted to doe. And indecd though Mr. Coleman was never fo wiſe a man, ſuſh- 


| A——_ to be Secretary of State, in matters of Fat ſo plainly and quite blank proved againſt him it isa very hard 
ter to make a good defence, nay impoſſible, unleſs he can any ways prove the witneſſes perjur'd, or ſome 
impoſſibility or contradiction in their Teſtimony, which Mr. Coleman was not able to doe. And therefore I 


cannot but admire that any can ſay he had not a fair and legal Trial, and that nothing could be made out againtt 
him worthy of death 3 for if knowing of this Conſpiracy, of ſubverting Religion eliabliſhed by Law in the King- 
dom, of an intent of murthering the King to promote that Cauſe, and alſo of endeavouring by Letters and Cor- 
reſpondence t6 engage a Foreign Power to afliltto bring in this Cauſe, be not worthy of death, nothing is. And 
whenſuch proof is made out fo clearly, whatever Mr. Coleman may ay at his death of his Innocency, it ought 
not to be b:lieved 3 for he may have many evalions, and as Mr. Prance lays in pag. 23, and 24. of his Narrative, 


®  Itis, according to the ſenſe of the Feſuiticol DoArine, (I will not fay Popiſh) to be Innocent, when the Prieſts 


had ſolemnly declared the fa&t they were accuſed of to be no fin or crime, as they look d on this, of bringing in 
the Romiſh Religion by the death of an Heretical Prince, to be : or he might be Innocent having received full Ab. 
ſolution for the fame. But what-ever he meant by thoſe words of Juſtitication, I believe few will ever believe him 
innocent of the Fact for which he was accuſed, that either have heard or read his Trial. And though he had the 
confidence to deny this Plot, hoping perhaps that it might yet take effect, things then not being (o fully diſcove- 
"red as (ince; or, as I heard,expedting a Pardon or Reprieve to the laſt moment : yet it is now too generally received, 
and all the circumſtances more fully appear tince his death, and that he was inſtrumental therein. That he fled 
not at tirlt for the ſame argues not his innocency, ſo much as the confidence he had, that it was not fo much 
known as he found afterwards it was, and relying too much on the hopes of being brought off, But herein alſo 
he was deluded, and perhaps repented too late, having been heard to ſay with great pathon at his Execution, 


There i no Faith in Max. 


The next who came upon their Trial were Ireland, Pickering, Grove Whitebread and Fenwick , being accuſed of 
this horrid Plot and Conſpiracy: and though the two laſt were by the oath of Mr. Oates ſuthciently proved to have 
a great hand in the Plot, and contrivance of the murther of the King yet becauſe there wanted another con- 
current Teſtimony, they were ſet by till further evidence might be produced : and becauſe theſe allo are ſaid to 
be innocent, and that the matters of fat were not proved as they ought againſt them, I ſhall briefly charge my 
memory with what I have read in the Printed Book of their Trials 3 and as it gave me full ſatisfaction in that 
caſe, perhaps if diligently contidered ic may doe the like to others. 

But firſt I ſhall obſerve to you, becauſe many or molt of theſe Conſpirators are Prieſts and Jeſuits, and that 
Ireland, if not Pickering, is ſoz they have given torth abroad, and no doubt ſpread the ſame among(t the igno- 
rant at home, that they were tried, and ſuffered quatenus Priclts, upon the Statute of the 27 Eliz. by which Sta- 
tute it is made Treaſon for any perſon that is a SubjeQ born in England, to take Orders from the See of Rome, 
and afterwards to come into England, and remain here 4.0 days, and ipſo fatto for that offence he ſhall be found - 
guilty, and ſufferas a Traytor : ſo that they wonld endeavour to perſwade the ignorant that they ſuffer onely as 
Roman Catholicks, being Prieſts doing their Fundion, obeying the orders of their Superiours, and the dictates of 
their own Conſeiences z and not as Plotters, Traytors, and Diſturbers of the Publick, Peace. But that they might not 
fancy to themſelves, that they ſuffered Martyrdom for their Religion , nor perſwade others to the ſame, as ma- 
ny have had the vanity to believe, and others the confidence to aſſert, it was declared by the King's Comncil in 
open Court, that theſe men, woe liable to be puniſhed by that Statute, were not Indifted as Prieſts, nor 
upon that Statute of 27 Eliz. but of a more horrid and deteftable Crime, The killing of the- King, and ſubverſion 
of the Government, Tx 

And to prove this two witneſſes are produced, Mr. Oates and Mr. Bedlow ; and though both cannot perhaps 
ſpeak to one and the ſame Conlultation, nor to one and the ſame time, yet are they in Law two witneſſes to one 
and the ſame Crime : for thus ſeveral witneſſes to ſeveral overt Ads are ſo many witnefſes to the Treaſon 3 and 
the ſcvcral overt Acts which declare the Intention , are but as ſo many evidences of the Treafon : and this was 
openly declared to be Law in Court , upon the Trial of theſe perfons. And there is a great deal of reafon 
that it ſhould be (o, for men that run the hazard of their lives in ſuch Confaltations, will hardly ſuffer two per- 
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ſons to meet twice together, whom they are not well afſared of, but ſo diſpoſe them that they may tneet ſyerally, 
at ſeveral times, and in divers places, as Mr. Oates and Mr. Bedlow did, 3 28 Bare oe oe 

As to the proof, Mr. Oates ſwears, pag. 19. and 20. that ina Conſulz, begun at the White Horſt Tavern in the 
Strand, and proſecuted at the Meetings at their ſeveral Chambers, it was Reſolved, that Pickering and Grove 
ſhould go on in their attempt to murther the King 3 that Groveſhould have 15001. for his. Reward, and Pickering 
30000. Maſſes for his : (which at 12 4, a Maſs comes to the ſame ſum in their account.) And this Refolye was 
tigned by W hitebread, Fenwick and Ireland, and by ſeveral others at four Clubs. He ſwears punQually that he 
ſaw them 1ign it, and carrycd the Infirument from one to another, and that they figned it feverally at their Cham- 
bers. He alſo ſwears, pag. 23. that Pickering and Grove accepted to murther the King bn thoſe terms, and that 
in his preſence they took the Sacrament and the Oath of Secrecy upon it, and did agree to effe the bloudy pro- 
poſal. Farther, the ſame Deponent ſwears, that he ſaw Pickering and Grove walking in the Park at ſeveral 
times, Watching for an opportunity of committing their bloudy deſign of murthering his Majefty, having with them 
ſcrewed Piliols, which were longer then ordinary, and furniſhed alſo with Silver Bullets : and, pag, 24. he 
ſwears that Grove would have the Bullets champt, to make the wound incurable. . And farther, that in the 
Month of March, having a fair opportunity of cffeQing their deſign, the Flint in Pickering's Piſtol being looſe, 
he durlt not make an attempts for which negligence Grove was chidden, and Pickering received twenty or thirty 
ſtrokes of Diſcipline, by way of Pennance, for his careleſneſs. Page 22. he (weats againſt Whitebread, that he 
ſaw his Lettcr, in which he expreſſed a great deal of Joy, that Sir George Wakeman had accepted the 150000. 
to poiſon the King z- and alſo, that he was by, when-Hercowrt, another of theſe Jeſtits, and Fenwick the Priſo- 
ner, were at a Conſult, and agreed to the Propoſition of Fogarthy, of ſending four Iriſh Ruffans to kill the King 
at Windſor, and that they were ſent accordingly. And pag. 29. ſwears, that Whitebread had ſealed ſome hun- 
dreds of Commiſſions, which they called Patents, to raiſe an Army, to be in a readineſs upon the Death of the 
King, which Scals were then produced in Court, naming one Committion in ſpecial, which he the Deponene 
delivered himſelf to Sir Fobx Gage of Suſſex. Pag.22, he ſwears againſt Fenwick, that he told him that he, che Pri- 
ſoner, and three Iriſþmex more, fired Southwark, and that he had 400 I. for his ſhare, and the reſt 200 /. a piece. 
And pag. 20. to ſhew the great Malice of theſe men, Whitebread ordered Mr. Oates to come purpoſely from 
S. Omary into England, to Murther D. Tongne, for Writing the Feſicits Morals 3 and pag. 21. the ſame Whitebread 
ſent by him InfiruQtons, that care ſhould be taken for the Murther of D. Stillingfleet, and the Biſhop of Hereford; 
vg arc the chicf things obſervable in Mr. Oates his Depolitions, and which are ſufficient to prove this horrid 

lot. : 

Then the Second Witneſs, Mr. Bedlow, ſwears pag. 37. that he was employcd for the ſpace of near five years 
as a Meſſenger by theſe Confpiratours for the carrying their Letters to ſeveral beyond the Seas, and returning 
others back, all or moſt relating to this Plot : for pag., 38, he ſwears he had a way to open the Letters and reade 
them, whercby he fully informed himſelf of matters. He ſwears pag. 37. that he heard ſome of theſe Conſpira- 
tours ſay, thcy would not leave any member of an Heretick in England that ſhould ſurvive, to tell in the King- 
dom hereattcr, that there ever was any ſuch Religion in England as the Protefiant Religion. He ſwears alſo 
the manner of his coming to be tirtt employed by them, and then he brings his Brother James Bedlow to confirm 
his being their Agent or Meſſenger, who knew nothing of the Plot. He ſwears, pag. 48. and 49g. his being (o 
long employed by th:zm, and that he had received oftentimes from theſe Jeſuits and Prieſts ſeveral ſumms of mo- 
ney in his Brothers behalf, ſometinies 50. or 60. pounds at a time: ſo that by this you may ſee Mr. Bedlow mult 
be knowing in this deſign, employed under them fo long in it. Pag. 41, He ſwears that about the latter end of 
Auguſt (the very day he confcſſes he cannot ſwear to) at Mr. Harcowxrts Chamber (one of the Conſpiratours) 
he there met Ireland, Pickering and Grove the Priſoners, with ſome others, where he heard them diſcourſe, that 
the tour Ruffians milling of killing the King at Windſor, that Pickering and Grove ſhould go on in their deſign, 
and that one Conyers was to be jc yned with them to Aſſaiſinate the King in his Morning- walks at New-market. 
And that Mr. Grove was more eager or forward then the reſt, ſaying, tince it could not be done clandeſtinely, 


it ſhould be attempted openly 3 and that thoſe that do fall had the Glory to die in a good Cauſe : but if the Dif- 


covery ſhould be made, it could never come to that height but their Party would be ſtrong enough to bring it to 
paſs. All this he ſwears very punQually to; and pag. 48. he farther ſwears that Harcowrt told him, that Grove was 
to have 15001. for his Reward, and that Pickering was to have ſo many Maſſes as came to that money. And 
pag. 45. he ſwears, that at the ſame time he heard them diſcourſe of the killing ſeveral noble Perſons, and of ſe- 
veral Perſons that were to execute it; and in particular names one Knight affigned to kill the Earl of Shafts- 
bury, Pritchard the Duke of Buckingham, O-Neal the Earl of Offory, and O-Brian the Duke of Ormond. So that 
by theſe two Teltimonics the Evidence is very full againſt Ireland, Pickering and Grove, 

The Defznce they have to make againſt this, is firlt, the denial of the Fact, though they can bring no Witneſ- 
ſes ro make any thing out but their own Aſſeverations: but they who can have a Diſpenſation for the breaking of 
any Oath, inay be catily indulged for the telling of a lie to ſave their Lives, and to keep off a Scandal from their 
profetſion. In the next place, they would endeavour to ſeem notto know Mr. Oates, and make as if they had 
ſcarce ſcen him : to this he ſwears by many ſeveral circumſtances, which they are forced to acknowledge 3 and 
pag- 32. ſwears Fenwick, was his Father Confeſſour, But Ireland raiſed ſome little appearance of contradiction 
or mittake in” Mr. Bedlow's Evidence, for he brings two or three to prove, pag. 56, 57>that he was not in Lox- 
don all the month of Auguſt, Mr. Bedlow (wearing that he was at the Conſult held at Harcowrts Chamber, in the 
latter end of Auguſt, concerning the Death of the King. And indeed two politively ſay the contxary, and thathe 
was from the third of Auguſt to the firſt or ſecond of September in Stgffordſrire, and Weſtcheſter, and by cixcum- 
ſtance that he was in the beginning of September at Wolverhampton. But were this granted, that he ſhould _ 
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'T find my Letter ſwells to a bigger bulk then I intended, therdfore I ſhall be as briet as I can in mentioning 
the Tryals of thoſe who had a hand in the murther of Sir E2mundbury Godfry, which was as punctually prov'd 
againſt them as could be for in the cafe of Felony, by the Laws of England, one (luthcient Witneſs for the King 
is enough, though here you ſhall tind a very plain concurrent Evidence, and the whole lirefs lies not vpon Mater 
Prance, who was one of the Aſſiſtants at the Murthcr. 

The perſons accuſed and convicted for this Murther were, Robert Green, Henry Berry, and Lawrence Hill, Lay- 
men, who ſuffer'd for the ſame; others concerned were Mr. Prance, who conteſſed the Fac, had the King's Par- 
don, and was the Accuſer; beſides Kely and Girald, Priclis, who alliited in the Murther, and who arc fl:d, and 
ſome others, knowing, of, and abctting the ſame, arc alſo fled. The hilt thing that is proved by two Witneſſes, 
pag. 12. and 13. is that one of the Motives that theſe perſons might have to murther this Knight, was, becauſe 
of his hewardicl in diſcovering the Flotz and to this Mr. Oates (wears, that this Knight Sir kdmundbury 
Godfry told him he had been threatned by ſeveral perſons, for being fo aftive in that Dilcovery, and that he told 
him that he went in fear of his Lite by the Popith party for doing his Duty, being a Jultice of the Peace, and 
that he had been dogg'd ſeveral days. Mr. Robinſon a man of Credit, and of the Knight's long acquaintance, 
ſwears alſo to the ſame effeR, and pag. 14. That Sir Edmundbury ſaid to him, That he did believe in his Con- 
ſcience, that he ſhould be the firſt Martyr, and that-the depthof the Plot was not yet found out. By this we may 
ſee the reaſon that theſe men had to murther this Gentleman, hoping by his death to hinder the Diſcovery of the 
Plot, it being then very young, and hardly credited, , he having the chict Depoſitions in his hand 3 or to deter 
others from being ative or meddling in the buſinels, ſeeing the Revenge they had taken upon him tor the ſame 
or out of Malice and Revenge to the Man, for being active in diſcovering their Villany, and bringing to light 
their wicked deeds. "2 | 

The next Witneſs is Mr. Prance, who ſwears, pag. 14. that Girald and Kely, two Prielis, firlt drew him into 
this Murther, he being a Roman Catholick, (as all the relt were, except Berry, who ſaid he dicd a Proteliant, 
and feigned himſelf otherwiſe tor a livelihood, which I can hardly believe) telling him it was no Sin, but a cha- 
ritable A, and that he was a buſie man, and had done a great deal of miſchict: and fo they told the relt; and 
this was at an Alchouſc, at the lign of the Plough, about a fortnight before this Gentleman was murthered, 
He ſwears alſo, that they had dogy'd him into ſeveral places, to get an opportunity of murthering him 3 and that 
on the Saturday (the twelfth of Ofober) about (even of the Clock in the Evening, Greez and Hill, having dogg'd 
him into a Houſe at S. Clements, not tar from Somerſet-Houſe, where he was murthercd, Hill Ray'd to watch 
his motion, and Green came to Prance his Houſe, to call him to alliſt them, and that he immediately went to 
Somerſet-Houſe, where were Girald, Kelly, Green and Berry, and that about nine of the Clock, Hill came be- 
fore, to give them notice of the approach of Sir Edmundbury Godfry, .it being in his way to his own Houſe, 
that Hill went up to the Gate to watch for the coming by of Six Edmundbary Godfry, aud by a wile to draw 
him within the Gate, pretending two men to be a quarrelling, and deliring his preſence to part them, he being a 
Juſtice of the Peace. That this Gentleman being at laſt perſwaded to do that good othce, tollowed Hill withia 
the Gate, till he came to the bottom of the Rails, when Green, coming behind him, flung a ewilted Handker- 
' chief about his Neck, and threw him down behind the Rails, where, allilicd by Girald, Kel'y and Hill, they 
ſtrangled him. Pag. 16. and 17. Mr. Prance ſwears he was not by at the Adjign, tor Hill ordercd him to watch 
at the Water-gate, and Berry at the Stairs, that none might come in the mean time to interrupt them, and that 
after alittle while, that he thought they might have diſpatched him, he went to them, and found the four b-:- 
fore mentioned {tanding about the Body, and Green boaſted to him, how well he had done it, and that the reli 
told him the manner of their effeQing it, and that Green, thinking him not guite dead, gave him ſeveral pun- 
ches on his Breaſt with his Knce, and twiſted his Neck about, and that. preſently after Berry allo came to them. 
And pag.,18. he (wears they all fix help'd to garry hima up a pair of Stairs, into a certain Room in the Houſe 
where Hill lay, where the Body lay till Monday night, and was thcn removed into Somerſet Houſe,and on Monday 
night he was ſhewn the Bray by Hill, with a dark Lanthorn, Girald, Hill and Kelly bcing by; and on Tucſday 
night the Body was carried back to Hill's Lodging, where it hilt lay, bug not into the ſane Room, but one over 
*% 326d led bo - 2 | Ap againli 
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apaid(t it 3 -and aboutnine of the.Clack onthe 'Wetlhefday night, they removed ittothe Room where it firſt layz- 


he being there when they removed..ir,  pag- 19. and that about ewelve a Clock that night, a Sedan|being brought 
by Hill, chey all/put the Body'intoir,. and that Berry at the lign of a hem that was given opened for them the up- 
per Gate of the upper.Court 3 that he, Mr. Prarce, and_ Gir.gld the Prielt. (now the'Porter) tirli carried the Sedan, 


Green, arid Kelly going before : and pag.;20- he (wears they. carried it to Covent-Garden, where they reſted, and that. 


then Green and Kely took their turns; and carried it to, Lorg- Acre, - then Prance and Girald carried it to So- Hoe 
Church, where Hil met thern with: an Horſe, 4nd-that/they then took the Body up and ſet it before Hill on the 


Hoſe, who held hov up, and that Kely, Girald and Green. went along/with him, and that he the Deponenr then 


kett them to.return home, tor fear of railing a ſuſpicion, But he ſwears that the next day, they, Hill, Kelly and 
Girald, told him-how ,they had diſpoſed vt the Body 3+tirſt that they had run him through with his own Sword, 
then thrown him into a Ditch, and laid his Gloves and-other, things upon the Bank. Pag. 22. he ſwears that 
they had all agreed to the Murther of this Gentleman; having had more then-one Meeting about it, and that the 
tirlt that met him was to give notice to the relt; that there was a conliderable Reward to be given among therh 
tor doing it, -ahd that it was to come fremi' (as they.told him) the Lord Bellafks. And alſo, that Girald was re- 
ſolved to kill him that night, ahd it he could not-get him ina more convenient placz, he would kill him with his 
own Sword, in the Street that leads to his own Houle. X 058 Ts | 
\ Judge now, . whether all his be not punGtually proved by one Witneſs, which is as much as the Law requires 
in this caſe ; however, that theſe perſons might not have any the leati excuſe that-they had not Juſticedone them, 
and to ſatistie the whole world that they. were not-.condemined onelyupon the Teſtimony ot Mr. Praxce, I find 
other (trong concurrent Witneſſes, that by -many- circumltiances corroborate 'his Evidence, among the which 
Mr. Bedlow is one, who {wears, pag. 28. that he had been ſeveral times treated, with by Le Faire, Prichard, Keins, 
and other. Prielis, about murthering a certain Gentleman they world; not name, -about the beginning of that 
Odcober this Gentleman was murthered, and delired him alſo (not telling him the reaſon) to get into the Acquain- 
tance of Sir Edmundbury Godfry z, and that he didiſo : and pag. 30. he (wears, that very Morning Sir Edmund- 
bury was murthered, at the Palſyraves Head Tavern Le Faire told him, that there was a Gentleman that very 
Night to be put out of the way, 'a very material Man, that had a]l the Informations that Mr. Oates and D. Tongue 
had given in that ſeveral had been cmployed in the doing ot it, and;that;(eyeral attempts had been made, and 
that they had miſſed ſeveral Opportunities, but that now it was to be. done, for.it he were nat taken out of the 
way;: the Plot would by his means go near to be fully Diſcovered, fo: that chey ſhould not be able to bring their 
Detign to paſs 3 but would not ditcover to him the name of the party :; and alſo, that there was 4ooo0l. Reward 
to'thoſe that did it, and no worſe man then the Lord ,Bellaſis had engaged. for the payment of it. Upon which 
he ſwears, that he promiſed t6 cngage in it, and to meet .him that night at ; Somerſet Houſe, but that he went 
not according to his promiſe, knowing they had-a delign to murther ſore, body z then, pag. 31. he (wears far- 
ther, that he ſaw him not till the Monday night following, and then he was charged for his breach of promiſe z 
to which Mr. Bedlow replied; he would not engage'in the Murther of any private Ferſon, till he Knew who he 
was, becauſe he might be his particvlar Friend. - That Le Faire bid hit meet him exactly at nine of the Clock 
that night in the Cloylters at Somerſet Houſe, which he did, and that then he told him, that he had done ill 
that he did not help in the bulineſs, but that jt he would help to carry the dead perſon-off, he ſhould have half 
the Reward. That then he asked it he was murthered, and Le Fazre:an{wered yes : and upon his dehire to ſee 
the party, he took him by the hand, and Icd hin through a dark Entry into a Room, where he ſaw ſeverg! per- 
ſons, where they had a ſmall Light in a middle-hz'd Lanthorn, by which he ſaw a Corps, over. which ſfome- 
thing was thrown, and one licppirg to the Body threw oft the thing that lay upon.him, and he went and look'd 
upon him, and knew him preſently to be Sir Edmundbury Godfry, And pag. 32. {wears that they therl told him 
that they had firangled him; -and that the Cravatte about his Neck was fo (ireight he could not get his Finger in 
betwcen it and his Neck. That they did not think that he knew him, but told him that he was one that belon- 
ged to a Perſon of Quality. That he would have perſwaded them to havetyed Weights to his Head and Feet, 
and to have flung him into the Thames. But they did not think that ſo fate, but anſwered, No, they would pur 
the Murther upon himfeclt., Then'asking how they would get him out, Le Faire anſwered in aC hair, and that 
Berry the Porter was to lit up to let th:zm out. That h< then told them that about eleven or twelve of the Clock 
would be the beſt time to carry bim torth, and Le Faire then made him promiſe upon the Sacrament, that he 
took on the Thurſday betore, to come and help to carry him off at that hour tor atter the Diſcovery of the Plot, 
he ſwears, the Sacrament was adiminilitred to him twice a week to conccal jt. He alfo (wears, that he did not 
go, but went away tor Briſtol, and that upon the great trouble and diliurbance in. his Conſcience tor this Mur- 
ther and horrid Plot, he revealed the ſame, &c. That upon his not coming they delifted trom carrying out 
the Body that night, and tor fcar lelt he ſhould diſcover them, he ſuppoſed they caufed it to be removed. 

Mr. Bedlow alſo ſwears, pag. 33. that he never had any diſcourſe with Mr. Praxce, from the time that he ſaw 


* him with the Body of Sir k dmundbury Godfry that night in Somerſet Houſe, and that (ceing him in the Lobby, 


being taken upon ſuſpicion onely, he knew:him again, and accuſed him for the Muither of that Gentleman. 
And pag. 23. Mr. Prance (wears, that hc neyer had any conference with Mr. Bedlow in all his Lite, which ex- 
treamly ttrengthens the Evidence, and that there could be no Conſpiracy between them, to invent a Story with 
{o many agreeing circumſtances. Then pag. 35. they prove, that Sir Edmundbury's Body was found in the Ditch 
juit as they had rclatcd it to Mr. Prance, and alto the diſlocation of his Neck, the Gruggling, and contuſion of his 
Breaſt wich ſome blows, and that the Wound made by-the Sword could not be the occation. ot his death, by able 


Chirurgions : with ſcveral other circumſiances too Jong to rementber:now. + So that all the circumſtances are - 


provcd as much as is potſible by two {eycral Witneſſes, not- knowing; or ever diſcourling one another. ſo that it 
D : would 
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(12) 
would be the firangeſt Miracle in the world; that they ſhould-both agree in ſo many untrue: Circumfiances. Had 
they laid their heads together to contrive this Story, which is impoſſible they ſhould do without difcourſing with 
one another beforchand, yet, there being {6 many other ſeveral} Witneſſes, to prove ſeveral other circumſtances, as 
their meeting, at Bow at the Ale-houſe, and the Maid fwearing that Hill was at Sir Edmundbary Godfry's Houſe, 
and ſpake with him that morning he was murthered, and that he had the ſame Cloaths on which he had then at 
the Bar, pap. 39. they alſo muſt be thought to have conſpired with them, to takeaway the Life of two or-three 
men with6ut any provocation ot reward; a thing fo unlikely, that it cannot enter into the thought of any ratio- 
nal-man 3 nor can any Chriſtiay believe, ſo many could joyn together to invent fo horrid a lie, to take away 
mens lives for nothing : nay if | were granted they might, I cannot believe they could have contrived fo many 
ſeveral circumſtances without the leaſt variation, and without being intrapped by ſo many wiſe and judicious 
men who lifted ther 3 and th&® more, becauſe of the ſtrange obſtinacy and denial of the Criminals.” Having 
therefore ſeriouſly conſidered all things, I cannot but admire that any in England ſhould doubt of the Guilt of 
theſe Murtherers. | 
All I can find of any weight in their' Defences for themſelves is of little conſideration to invalidate ſuch ſtrong 
proofs. That they all denyed it very fioutly to the laſt is true, but that is of no value againſt ſuch plain Evidence, 
and but aggravates their Crime. Hill would have invalidated Mr. Prance his Teſtimony becauſe he had deny*'d 
it: but that has already been cleared, and could no ways legally take off his Evidence, for he was no ways perjur'd. 
But then to evade the matter, he brings ſeveral Witneſſes, all of his own Religion, to aver he was never from his 
Lodgings after nine of the Clock at night: but theſe do it ſo mincingly and generally, that no ſtreſs can be laid 
upon them, it being proved that they had ſeveral Keys to the Door, and that Hill might go in and out without 
their knowledge, and one of his Witneſſes makes but a miſtake of a whole month, pag. 55. and two of Green's 
Witneſſes a whole week, pag. 66. ſo ill had they calculated the Time which they intended to ſpeak to. - There 
is nothing that can be thought to be of any moment in all that the Witneſſes ſaid in behalf of the Priſoners, but 
what the Souldiers ſay in behalf of Berry, pag. 68. and-69. who were placed at the Gate Sentinels, and they ſay 
that they ſaw a Sedan come in, fo far they agree with the King's Evidence, but then they confidently aver none 
went out all that night. But what is this to the matter of FaQ, and to the Murther committed ſworn in all 
circumſtances ſo punQually to? for the Sentinel might be from his poſt, and Mr. Prance fays (who knew of the 
Contrivance) pag. 16. of his printed Narrativeof this Murther, that Berry had betorchand got the Sentinel in- 
to his Houſe to drink, that he might not ſee the Sedan go ont ;/ arid the Sentinel knowing he had committed a 
great fault by ſo doing, was fo wiſe; though not very honeſt, to conceal it. And this is the mol of colour they 
could produce that might any ways cauſe the leaſt hefitation, and how far this fingle Teſtimony will go to in- 
validate a Teſtimony fo full, and-not any ways to be contradicted, let the world judgez I muſt confeſs it has 
given me full ſatisfaRtion, and I hope will give the like to aþpthers, who are impartial men, that ſhall reade the 
ſame. | 
I muſt indeed declare that it ſeems ſomewhat firange, that nothing ſhould work upon theſe men to acknow- 
ledge their Crime at their death; bat that they ſhould take it upon their Salvation, that they died Innocent of 
this Murther they ſuffer'd for, as the Child that was newly born. But I fear they were under ſome horrid de- 
Jufion, and were ſo charm'd and bound up by ſo many Oaths and Sacraments, by their Ghoſtly Fathers the Fe. 
ſuites, who had brought them to this, that they durlt not acknowledge the Truth, or that they thought by this 
mcans they ſhould do great ſervice to the Romiſh Church, and be Sainted for it in Heaven. And the Printed 
Account of Hil”s Contefſion ſeems to make it plain, for there was found in his pocket after he was executed a 
very formal Confeffion, written not with his own hand, neither had he Pen, Ink or Paper all the time he was in 
- Priſon, and his Wife witnefſed it was not her Husband's hand. How he came by it none could tell, but it was very 
formally drawn, and in which T obſerve he ſtoutly denies the Fact, and calls God and Angels to witneſs his Inno- 
cency, and that he is wrongfully put to death, and for that cauſe cites all ſuch as had a hand in his death, and 
particularly the Lord Chief Fuſtice, with the Jury and Witneſſes, &c.- ſhewing a very wicked and uncharitable 
Spirit in the Indicter, for I luppoſe this was given to Hill. co con againſt the time of his Execution, and of which 
Leſſon he repeated as much as he could remember. So that I cannot but believe the obſtinacy of theſe men pro- 
cceds from the Feſwits, for it is plain this Writing was prepared for him by ſome other, and not by himſelf. 

I ſhall.alſo inform you of another trick invented by theſe men. Upon the general report of the Plot, in ſome 
parts more remotefrom us, and where the Informations were uncertain, leſt it ſhould ſpread farther, they had fra- 
med a formal Writing, as under the Hand and Seal of a Perſon of Quality, with ſeveral other pretended Au- 
thentick Witnefſes, which was ſhewn about in ſeveral Borough-Towns, and noted places, as a Certificate to ins 
- form the people that there was no ſuch Plot in England, as had been invented by divers factious and ſeditious 

people, to the ſcandal of divers peaceable people of the Romiſh Faith in England, and that there had been no ſuch 
perſon murther'd as had been reported to be, and that there was not any ſuch perſon at all as Sir Edmundbury 
 Godfry, and that theſe reports were wholly falſe and all lies, raiſed by malicious and factious people, to cauſe 

uproars in Exgland, and to difquiet the peace of the King and Kingdom, and ſuch like (tuff: which I hear has 
done them notable ſervice to take off the credit of the report of this horrid Plot, among the ignorant and vulgar 
people : but, as 1 hear, fome have ſent Letters purpoſely to the Recorder of London to be certified of the Truth 
of this. 

Bclides all} theſe Tryals and politive proofs of a moſt horrid and deſperate Plot, deeply laid and vigoroufly 
proſecuted, 'zywhereby the Plot very manifeſtly appears to all men of ſenſe and reaſon, and they muſt be wilfulty 
blmd, or deſperately deluded, that will not give credit to what hath been ſo ſolemnly ſworn, and ſo openly 


made known; the -Narmtive publiſhed by Mr, Oates being $1. Articles, all ſworn to, and depoſed by him, before 


Sir 
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Sir Edwundbury Godfry when alive, and fince, before the'Lords of his Majeſtic's Privy Council, doth yet mote 
manifeſtly fet out the grounds-and manner of this Plot, the progreſs and diſcovery therevf, ſo fully, amply, and 
with ſo many concurrent Circumftances, that it is thefirangeft thing ih the world any ſhould queſtion % Ye- 
rity and rcality of-the fame 3 whenas none appears that.ewit iritrap him in cortfaditions, or difprove Wiiie - 
he hath ſworn to, and whenthe is backt by the'teltimorly of dthers : ' that yet I ſay atiy ſhould be ſagger'd With 
the confidence and obttinacy of a tew dying Traytors, and the whiſpering perſwaſions of the Feſteire 3%inlt the 
teſtimony of their owneyes and: cars, againſt both ſenſe and reaſon it (Ef, ?ris ſirange, and wonderfully Ararige, 
and makes me think that they are infatuated; or ſtrangely deluded. | 

For it is plain, that the deſign extendedas well into Scotland and Tieland, 2s through Exgland ; aid Mr. O2ter 
ſwears politively in the firth Article, that one Wrighe, Ireland and Morgan wete ſent into Scotland under the hotion, = 
and in the diſguiſeot Non-Conformiſt  Minitters, to preath'up'the* Covenant, :atid: to'promote Rebellion by that 
means : and Artic. 11, he ſwears that Letters were ſerit to'S. Omars, and to Lefhee the King of France his Con- 
fefſour, which Letters he had feen and read, which gave an accotmit that their *Emiſſaties in Scorlattd had Nirted 
up the Presbyterians there into a Rebellion, and chat 20000 would be in Artns'iF his Majefty of Fratce woutd 
break with the King of mv And Artic. 35, depoſes; that he was by at 4 Conference with the Feſaits it 
London, whetcin they read the Order from the Provincial for the ſending new Meſſengers into Scotland, to pro- 
more the Combuſtions therez and this was in- Zuly 1at,* And Artie. 43. he farther ſwears, that 'on the 5, of 
Auguſt two were ſent away for Scotland, the one named Father Moor, the other Fi -Sanniders alias Brown, (tot they 
have uſually divers names) with full inftruQtions how 'to behave themſelves #s Noti-Conformift Miniſters: a6d 
to preach to the diſaffeRed Scots iheintcelficy of taking up the Sword for the defence of Liberty of Confcience : 
and thefe the Deponent ſaw diſpat&h'd.' ' And 4#2/4.-74i ſwears heiſaw Letters froth White the Provincial, 44- 
ted. at 9, Omars 4. of Sept. New Style, which gave'an atcotinitto Rich. Blandell, that''t 2'tmbre Feſtifs of that Na- 
tion were fent into Seotland, by order of the General of the Soctety, with full inflructions how to behave thetr;« 
ſelves like Non-Conformiſt Minitters among the Presbyterian $torr z and*that they had 1000 1i. giveh theth 
by Leſhee the Freneb King's Confeſſour : ſo that we may <afily perceive by what'means the Rebellion of Scotland 
is promoted. $1118 FEY | 

= to Ireland, where they have a far:greater intereſt; 'they had ſufficient means and preparations there to fiir 
up the Iriſh of their own Religion,and under their thratdothe an command, to Rebell. And Article 18. Mr. Oates 
depoſes, Letters catne from the Archbiſhop' of Dublin Talbot, which Letters: he ſaw and read at S. Omars , 
bearing date Fan. 1. 1678. New Style, which gave an account how vigilant they' had been in that Kingdom, to 
prepare the people to riſe for the defence of their Religion and Liberty, and to recover thcir Eſtates , and that 
they would open a place there to receive the King of France his Army when he ſhould think fit ro land them, and 
adviſed them to confer with Leſee the French King's Confeſſour about the ſame. And he fatther depofes, that 
Letters were thereupon ſent to Leſhee about the ſame, who returned Anſwers by the fame Meſſengers, Nevill and 
Busby, one being Prefe& of the Studies, and the other Procurator to the Seminary. one of which to the ReQour 
of $. Omars, Richard Aſþby, the Deponent ſaw, which gave an account that the Father General of the Socicty 
would contribute 800000 Crowns, to be paid in the month of June next enſuing, and that his Holineſs the Pope 
would not be wanting to ſupply them when they had made fome progreſs in that glorious attempt. And Ar- 
ticle 21. he there depoſes, that he likewiſe ſaw Letters of Feb. 1.1678. New. Style, from Whitebread, Keiner, 
Treland, Micho and the reſi, to Richard Aſhby ReQtour of S, Omars, to let himunderſtand that they had fent 1/.1- 
liam Morgan and F. Lovell into Ireland, toſce how affaits ſtood in that Kingdom 3 and that they had inſtructions 
given them to incourage the Iriſh Natives to defend their Religion and Liberty'3 and that they carried with 
them 2000 li, to ſupply their preſent wants, and order to promiſe 4000 li. more in: caſe there ſhould be any Ac- 
tion. And Article 27. he farther depoſes , that in the month of April following , he ſaw the Letters which 
I} bitebread and the reft of the Feſuits in London ſent to Richard Aſhby Retour, and thoſe of the Seminary it 
S. Omars ; in which they gave theman account that Morgan and Lovell were returned out of Ireland, who gave 
them to underſiand, that the Iriſh were ready to riſe at 10 days waming with 20000 Foot and 5060 Horſe, and 
would let in the Army of the French King if he would land there and alfo thatin the North of Ireland, 5000 
Horfe and Foot were ina readineſs toriſe, and that they were alſo very refolutez and alfo that there were arri- 
ved Commiſſions from the General of the Society, by virtueof a Brief from the Pope, dated OF. 1. 1673. to ſeve- 
ral perfons, and that they once more reſolved to cut the thtoaty of rhe Proteſtants when they ſhould riſe. 

Thus we may perceive what provition they had made, and how well prepared they were in thoſe Kingdoms, 
to effe& their horrid Plor and Conſpiracy : but that they might leave no'!tone nntinn'd, and that they might 
every-where work the deſtruction of the Proteſtants, I tind Artic. 38, Mr. Oates (wears, that he ſaw and read at 
Mr. Fenwick's Chamber in Lo#don, on the 11. of Auguſt, Letters from S. Omars, from the Provincial White- 
bread, that he had ordered 12 Jeſuits to goe to Holland, to inform the Dutch privately, that the Prince of Orange 
did intend to aſſume the Crown, and to be their King, and to bring them under his Government : which was 
tobeget an evil opinion of the Prince of Orange in the Datch, and fo to cauſe a commotion againſt the Prince and 
his Party- Alſo Artic. 56. he farther depoſes, that the Letters came from the faid Whizebread and the reit, to 
Fobn Fenwick,and the reft z which'Lettershe alſo ſaw and read dated 20. > New Style, which gave account 
chat the r2 Feſwits were ſafely arrived in Holland, and wete uling alt their skill and interctt comake a Commo- 
tion therez and:that 4ppterree Will (by which they meant the Prince) ſhould nor be great there, wging the Fa « 
thers in London to mind their butincfs. gs. | 3s fo Ho, 

By a!! this you thay perceive the general ruine of the Proteftanty was Taid, and the large extent of this Plot. 
Three Kingdoms at once were tb be in a Flame, and-the Neighbouring Provinces to be put +into' a Cotnbiiftion. 

But 


(24) 
But this Plot had been ſevexa} years a hatching, 'andjit Mr.. Oates fwears. truth, (as there is:no ſTruple to be raiſed 
but he does, for ought I canſee by any objection xailed againſt him)! we now: know the manitter and Authours 
| of the great and famous Fire of London 1666. tor Artic. 34. he deppſes, that zherhad+it from 'the mouth of Ri- 
cbard Strange, who had beenProvincial of the: Feſwits,: who told bim,; that this-Fire had been ſeveral times at-: 
tempted by him and others.in the-years 1664, and'1665heing afſified-by' one Green, and $ others, under the 
notion of Fifth Monarchy men but that failing,, and forme of then being laid in Newgate; they defilicd till 1666. 
when they fully effected it. by his, means, and.: by 'the -afhftence. at; Gray, Pennington and (Barton Jeſuits, and 
Keimaſh a Dominican Frier, with one Fitz- Girald an, Jriſh, Jeſuite, and:one Neal of White-Chappel, and 50 or 
60 Iriſh-men, hircd for that purpoſe to ply the work, 'and fling about:the'Fire-Balls 3 ' and: that one Everard kept 
them for them, being one then in the King's Service,-and Jook'd-after:the Ammunition:that was carrying down 
tothe Fleet in the Dutch War.: That this Strange went thee by the nameof Walker, and lay in Fanchurch-flreer, 
and with bim lay Keimaſh the Dominican ; that Pennington and Barter layiin $ boe-lane, and: that Gray and Firz;- 

Girald lay at :NeaPs houſe in Ihite, Chappell , which, Neal  was',one' that was to' {ce the Fire carried 
along Thames-ftreet : and alſo that as ſoon asthe Fixe was begun, the ſaid' Neal knockt them up, and gave them 
notice about 12 a clock in the night, and that-there were in all about 8o or: 86 perſons employed. in the ſervice, 
and that 700 Fire-Balls were ſpent.in the ſexvice;-and alſo that they had: others, both wen and women, who 
were employed to plunder, and..that they got in Jewels, /Plate,: Fine Linens, Money, and other things to the 
value of 14000 li. and that they had a Ware-houle in H1bd-ftreet tolay up ſuch goods, with many other paxti- 
culars : ſo that you may now ſee by what meansthat tamoys Fire was effected. | 

Then Artic, 49. the ſame Deponent (wears, thathe. had. .it from. Fohy:Gryve's own mouth, in Wild- Houſe. 
Garden, that he with 3 Iriſþ men, having purpoſcly; prepared certaiy Fire- Works, went into the Borough of 
Seutbwark, where tinding an Oyl-Shop, they {ct it.an. Fire,,,and that they had among them 1000 15, reward, that 
theſe Iriſþ-men were procured by. Dr. Fogarthy, and that they got 2000 bj. by that Fire 3 the ſame being alfotold 
to the Deponent at another time by Richard Strange... ;._ ; ___ 

This is not ſufficient, they had defigned another general, Fire, -as; the: Deponent ſwears, Artie. 71. that one 
Blzndell, that was engaged inthis Conſpiracy, ſhewed him in Fenwick's Chamber a draught of London, and 
the manner how it was to be fired anew, and to be carried on trom Wappirgrto. Weſtminſter, or from Weſtminſter 
to Wapping, according as the wind fate, and named the feverxal parties, who:-were to carry. it on from place to 
place 3 and that the Deponent, with 7 others, had order to ply the bulineſs about the Armitage, and for his re- 
ward he was to have 1000 li, and 80 (i, more for former ſervices 3 and this paper was ſigned by W bitebread in 
the name of the whole Society. And Artic.77. heſwears, that Richard Blundell, after that the; Deponent had 
begun to be diſcovered to deſert them, was appointed to ſupply his place, and to-take care of carrying on the Fire 
at Wapping in his room. 

Theſe muſt be very firange and formal inventions gf Mr. Oates his framing, or horrid and black deſigns of 
theſe mens effecting 3 and certainly it appears by all the agreeing Circumitances that the latter is true, and that 
there appears nothing to make the firſt likely, but the {tout denial of thoſe who ſuffer'd tor the ſame. Artic, 28. 
he ſwears, that to the number of 50 Jeſwits met at the Conſult at the I/bite- horſe Tavern in the Strand, being on 
purpoſe called by Vhitebread, for the effeRting this Plot- and horrid Conſpiracy , now brought almoſt to an 
head 3 and that from thence they all adjourned to ſeveral Clubs, or private Mectings, at their teveral Chambers. 
And Artic, 72, he depoſes, that the Pope had iſſued out a Bull, ſhewed. to him the zo. of Auguſt, and bearing 
date in November or December bctoxe , wherein he diſpoſcs of ſeveral dignitaries in England, and there are na- 
med the ſeveral Archbiſhops; Bifhops, Abbats, Deans, &c. He alſo gives you-a liſt of the chict of the Conſpiratours 
pag. 58. both of the Feſzits, and the other Orders of Prieſts, Secularand Lay perſons, both in England and be- 
yond the Seas, concerned in this molt horrid Conſpiracy : and alſopag. 61. gives you a liſt of the ſeveral Lords, 
and other Commanders or general Othccrs, Colonels, Captains, &c. inthe Militia, making a full and ample 
diſcovery of the ſame, to the great ſatisfation of all people, excepting thoſe that are wiltully blind 3 and no 
doubt to the great trouble and conſternation of the Conſpirators. And indeed it was no wonder, that the Pro- 
vincial Whitebread was fo very angry and enraged againtt him, as he depoſes Artic. 77. and that when they had 
begun to ſuſpett Mr. Oates, upon the firft noiſe of the diſcovery. of a Plot, he ask*'d him with what face he could 
look on him having betraycd them, and box'd him and caned him in his paſſion, having thereupon taken an 
order for the ſending him the Deponent immediately beyond the Seas to ſecure him z which they had done, had 
he not hid himſclfout of the way, ang, been ſecured ever fince from their Clutches. *Tis very ttrange that after 
_ all this, any, in Englaxd eſpecially, ſhall openly fay, and ſeem to averr, that this is no Plot, but a tcigned thing 

and Chim#ra, ; 

* But it js too manifcli, and you ought to give God thanks, and ſolemnly to acknowledge his great care and 
mercy to your Nation, Government, and Religion 3 and alſo toreward thoſe who have been the inltruments of 
this diſcovery, what-ever they were bctore, for by ſin grace dotb abound, Much bloud and many murthers have 
been prevented, which it is plain they intended ; for. otherwiſe they could not have eficdted their delign ; and 
rriore eſpecially the Death of his Sacred Majeſty was aimed at and contrived by theſe wicked and execrable men,as 
-appears by theſe Depolitions of -Mr. Oates 3 and they had contrived ſeveral ways to doe it, either to Stab him, 
-/Shoot htm, or Poiſon him. For the firſt they had choſen Conyers and Anderton, Benedidine Monky, and tour Iriſ 
->* Ruffans; for the ſecond Groves and Pickering are prepared 3 and tor the laſt Wakeman is hired. Artic, 13. the 
"Peponent ſwears, he ſaw and read the Letter from W/bitebread and others the chief of the Socicty, wherein 
they gave order that Father Leſhee ſhould be wrote to, and informed, that they were reſolved, for the advancement 
of the happy deſign, to find an oppartunity to: take the King from his Kingdom : or if they could not do = 
they 
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(15) 
they would take his Ringdom from him. And Artic. 29. not long after the great Conſult at London abolit 
murthering the King, Whitebread being then come to S. Omars, he the Deponent heard him fay in his Chamber 
on the 11, of June to this effect, That he hoped to ſee the King laid faſt enough, for that he was grown ſecure, 
and would hcar no complaints againſt them. Artic. 68. Mr. Oates likewiſe ſwears,that Conyers employed by theſe 
ſeſuits to ſtab the King, ſhewed the Deponent the Dagger which he had bought on purpoſe to effect it, and coſt 
him 10 -. declaring the manner how he intended to effet it at Windſor; and (mark the great Providence of. 
God in preſerving the Life of His Majeſty) that being on his way thither, with this bloudy delign in his heat, 
his Hor(e fell lame, that he was forced to return, being almoſt five miles on his way. The ſeveral other attempts 
upon the Life of His Sacred Majeliy by Groves, Pickering, and the Ruffians, and the intention of Wakemar,, and 
reward, to poiſon him, were ſpoke to betore, and ſufficiently evidenced. | 

Thus having given you at large an account of my Thoughts concerning this horrid Plot and bloudy Confpi- 
racy, with the reaſons and proofs that appeared ſufficient to convince me, and to make me believe that theſe Tray- 
tors that have ſuffered were guilty, and julily deſerved the puniſhment the Laws inflited upon them for the ſame; 
and which has in ſome meaſure convinced others, who have feen and read them 3 I ſhall conclude with my 
Prayers for the proſperity of the King and the whole Nation , that the one may enjoy an happy Peace , Liberty 
and Proſperity 3 and that the other may continue with long life and all manner of felicity 3 and that the care and 
providence of Heaven will protect them both from all evil Conſpiratours, and wicked Plotters ; and that God 
will work upon the hearts of ſome of thoſe who are yet in Priſon tor this Conſpiracy, and e*re it be too late, cauſe 
them to make a generous and free Confethion of the whole defign, that the world may be better fatistied, and 
that there may be no ſcruple left of the verity of theſe things. And I alſo hope it will be the care cf the Parlia- 
ment, when they meet, to goe on with their good intention of ſecuring the Nation for the time to come, and 
the Perſon of His Sacred Majeſty, from the Machinations and Confſpiracics of the Jeſuits and their Emiſfaries 
by not onely reviving all the paenal Laws in that Cafe, but by making others that may give a certain ſecurity 
to the Peace of the Nation. I will not ſtand to beg your pardon, lince your commands drew on you thetroub!e 
of this long Letter 3 and therefore I ſhall onely tell you, that I am, 


Sir, 
S. Omars, Fune 24, Tour Humble Servant, 
New Style, 
D. F. 


—_—— jp” CET "RO ———— 
_—_ —_— 


An APPENDIX to the foregoing Letter. 


HE foregoing Letter being wrote and reccived before the Trials of the five Feſwits, laſt executed upon the 
account ofqe horrid Plot and Conſpiracy, and of Mr. Langhira for the ſame , and being thought by ſome 
judicious perſons, and lovers of the peace and welfare of their Country, fitting to be publiſhed for the ſatistaRion 
of the people 3 the firange obſtinacy and denial of theſe five Jeſuits, Whitebread, Harcourt, Fenwick, Gawin, and 
Txrner, at their Execution , calling God and Angels to witneſs of ybeir innocency, and taking it upon their 
falvation, that they were falſly accuſed, and knew nothing of any ſuch Plot as is pretended apy them, ha- 
ving made a ſtrange impreſſion upon th? minds of ſome ignorant, and ſome well-minded people, who cannot be- 
leve they could go out of the world with ſuch a lic in their mouths, to the damnation of their Souls, I thought 
it requifite to abbreviate alſo the Trials of theſe mey, that the truth may appear, that they had a juſt, equal, and 
legal Trial 3 and that they could not be guiltleſs and unknowing of this horrid Plot, as they pretend, but were 
legally and by full proof condemned forthe ſame: for that many people will not goto the price of their Trials, 
that would however give fix-pence to be ſatished. And therefore I ſhall follow the ſame method my Friend at 
S. Omars did in the foregoing Trials, and point out to the plain proof and evidence in the printed Trials more 
fully expreſſed. But I alſo advertiſe, that here you ſhall tind ſome cvidence that has fince come to light, and 
has made things yet more apparent. W- 

Firſt, take notice that theſe Prictis and ]cſuits are not tricd upon the Statute of 27 Eliz. which would have 
made them guilty for being in Orders, and remaining here in England 3 but they are tried as Traytors in con- 
ſpiring the death of the King's Majcſty, and the utter ſubvertion of the Proteſtant Religion, and the bringing in 
of Popery, which was the end of this great Plot : and now judge how it is proved againfi them. Ha 

The Evidences are long and tedious, but the main proof and what is politive appears, firlt againſt Mr. White- 
bread pag. 12. where Mr. Oates ſwears, that in April 1678. Old Style, or May New Style, according to the or- 
der of the ſaid Whitebread Provincial, there was a Conſult, in which were Whitebread, Fenwick , Harcourt and 
Terner ; and that all theſe did in his preſence ſign the reſolve for the death of the King, Againſt theſe four he ſwears 
poſitively : and that hitebread ſhould ſay after he was returned to S. Omars, in. the Deponent's hearing, words 
to this effe&, That he hoped to ſee the King's Head laid faſt enough. And pag. 16. he (ſwears , that 
Fenwick, on the 25. of Auguſt ( 78. ) at his Chamber in London, did deliver Mr. Oates forme money for ne- 
ceſſary charges, and did then admoniſh him to procure ſome Maſſes to beſaid for a proſperous ſucceſs upon the 
Deſign. Then pag. 22. he ſwears, that Turner was at the A Fenwick's Chamber in London, and _ 
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(16) 
there he (aw him ſign the reſolve of the King's Death. And pag. 15. he ſwears againit Gawer, that though he did 
not ſee him at the Conſule in April, yet he ſaw his hand, and makes it out how he knew it to be his hand; and 
that he gave them in Loudon an account how affairs fiood in Staffordſhire and Shropſhire July 1678. and how the 
Lord Stafford was very diligent , and how proſperous their affairs were in thoſe Countries, and that there was 
two or three thouſand pound ready there to carry on the delign 3 and farther ſwears, that ſometime in Fuly he 
met Gawen at Mr. Ireland's Chamber in London, where he gave to Father Ireland the ſame account as he had 
before written, in his hearing. 

The next thing I obſerve isa new Evidence, one Mr. Dugdale, whom the priſoners do not endeavour to be- 
(patter as they had done Mr. Oates and Bedlow : and this man had no knowledge or acquaintance with Mr. Oates 
and Bedlow, and could not confpire with them to take away the Livesof men that were innocent. You will ſee 
how far he agrees with them, and what a politive proof he is againlt the priſoners. Pag. 22. Mr. Dugdale (wears 
againſt Whitebread, that he ſaw a Letter from him to Mr, Ewers a Feſuit, and Confeſſour to Mr. Dugdale, in 
which he gave him a caution, to be ſure tochuſe thoſe that were truliy and refolute, no matter whether they 
were Gentlemen, if itout and covragious: and then ſhews how he knew it to be Whitebread's hand. And this he 
fwears too again,that he ſaw the words in expreſs terms under his hand pag. 29. to kill the King, Againſt Gawex 
he ſwears potitively, that he entertained him to be of the Conlpiracy to murther the King, as one ot thole reſo- 
lute fellows mentioned by Whitebread. And pag. 23. he ſwears. that they had ſeveral Conlultations inthe Coun- 
try, in ſeveral places which he names, and particularly at Boſcobel, for the murthering of the King and the 
bringing in of Popery 3 (this ſure proves the Plot) in which Gawen was a chicf Oratour to parſwade people into 
this deſign. Another meeting to this purpoſe he ſwears was at Tixal, where Gawen alfo was in Septemb. 1678. 
and that the Conſult then was, for the introducing of Popery, and the taking away the Lite of the King : and 
that he bcing a perſon choſen for that purpoſe, was to be ſent to Loudon by Mr. Harcourt, to be under the tui- 
tion of one Porſons, and that Mr. Gawen difcourſed of it to him, and incouraged him in it, pag. 24. And that 
he had given them 400 /i. for the carrying on of this delign, and to pray for his Soul 3 and that he had promiſed 
them 100 li. more, for which they told him he ſhould be canoniz'd a Saint. And that this diſcourſe of killing the 
King, and introducing Popery, was in the Parlour in the Lord Afton's Houſe, and in Ewers Chamber. And 
pag. 25. Mr. Dugdale tarther ſwears, he heard them diſcourle at one of theſe Conſults, that it was the opinion of 
thoſe at Paris, who were concerned in this Conſpiracy, that as ſoon as the deed was done, that is the killing the 
King, they ſhould lay ic on the Presbyterians, that they might by that means provoke the other Proteſtants to cut 
them off, and then they might the more eatily cut their throats 3 and that they ſhould have an Army in readinels to 
cut off all fuchas were not (or would not be) Papitts : and alſo that Mr. Gawen ſhould tell him, neither men 
nor money ſhould be wanting from beyond the Seas, and endeavourcd by ſeveral Arguments to prove the defign 
lawfull ; and alſo, by Scripture, that it was lawtull and good to deliroy any tor the ad vantage of their Religion 3 
and ſhewed the example of Father Garnet, and how that ſeveral of his Reliques beyond Sca had done great Mira- 
cles. And pag. 26. he ſwears, that he had intercepted and read (for their Letters came under his Cover) an 
100 Letters to the ſame purpoſe, all tending to the introducing Popery and the killing the King. 

And now I am to take notice to you of a moſt clear and manitelt evidence, that Sir Edmundbury Godfry was 
murthered by the knowledge and contrivance of theſe men, and which till now never came to light, and proves 
it as plain as the Sun at Noon : for pag. 26. the fame Mr. Dugdale ſwears, that on the Monday gext after the mur- 
ther of Sir Edmundbury Godfry , he received a Letter direRed to Mr. Ewers the Jeſuit, being in the Countrey, 
and which Letter came from London by the Saturday-nights Poli, the ſame night Sir Edmunadbury Godfry was 
murthered, from Mr. Harcourt, tigned I. H. his uſual mark, and that he knew his hand 3 in which Letter theſe 
words were wrote , This night S&r Edmundbury Godiry i difpatch*d: and that then, he the Deponent ſhould 
ſay to Ewers, that very thing would overthrow their delign : and this was three days before any in London (cx- 
cept thoſe privy to the murther) could tell what was become of this Knight : fo as the thing is plain Harcourt 
knew of it. Then to prove this is none of Dugdale's invention, one Mr. Chetwin was tworn, pag. 27, 28, 
who ſays, that being at that time in the Country near where Mr. Dugdale was, the next day being Tueſday Ofo- 
ber the 15. another Gentleman came to him, and asked him it he had any news of a Juſtice of Peace in Weſtmin- 
fter that was killd, for that he had heard it fo reported atone Ed's Houſe, by Mr. Dugdale, Chertwin replied he 
heard nothing of it, but that the next Saturday; Poſt brought him the news of Sir Edmundbury Godfry's murther, 
and tells by good circumliances how he knew it to be that very day : and alſo that he was not in Town when the 
murtherers of Sir Edmundbury Godfry were tiicd, or elſe he would have witneſſed the ſamc. . This is a clear 
evidence theſe men knew of this murther. ? 

Againſt Turzer, Mr. Dugdale (wears pag. 30. that he ſaw him with others at Ewers his Chamber, where they 
- conſulted together to carry on this delign, and that he agreed to all that he had ſworn as to the Plot 3 that is the 
bringing in of Popery, and the killing of the gs Then pag. 3o. Mr. Prance (wears againtt Harcourt, that he 
told him ſuch a day, when he bought an Imageof che Virgin Mary of him, to ſend into Mary-Land, that there 
was adclign of —_— the King. Againſt Feawick he | Rk pag. 31. that he told him in Mr. Ireland's Cham- 
ber in- Ruſſel-ſtreet, Ireland and Grove being by, that there ſhould be 50000 men in a readineſs to carry on the 
Cauſe, and fertletheir Religion; and that he asked Fenwick who ſhould govern them, who then replicd , the 
Lord Bellafi, the Lord Powis, and the Lord Arundel. 

The next witneſs is Mr. Bedlow, who gives an account why he did not hefore give in his evidence againſt 
IWhitebread and Fenwick, , becauſe he was then tinding out the Bribery of Reading, in behalf of the Lords in the 
Tower, But now he politively ſwears pag. 32. that he had ſeen both Whitebread and Fenwick, at the Conſults a- 
bout this Plot, and that he heard Fbutebread tell Coleman the manner of ending the four Ruthans to Windſor to 
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(17) 
kill the King, and this was in Haycourt's Chamber ; and alſo, that he ſaw Harcowrt take the money out of'a Ca: 
binet, about $0. or 100 /i. and give it the Meſſenger, -by Mr. Coleman's order, with' a Gmiiy fox the Meſ- 
ſenger to drink Coleman's Health, which Coleman left, as Harcourt himſelf ſaid. And-fop. 33. he ſwears that 
IWhitebread told him, that Pickering was to have a great number of Mafſes, and that ( was to have 150014, 
for killing the King, And pag. 35. he ſwears, that Hercours employed him ſeveral titfics to carry. their Con- 
ſults beyond the Seas, and that he received, in Hercowrt's preſence, Mr. Coteman's thanks for his fidelity, and 
that Harcourt recommended him to the Lord Arundel, who promifed him great favour when the Titnes were 
turned. Alſo, that he ſaw Harcourt give Sir George Waokeman a Bill to receive 20006. in part of a greater 
ſum, and that he heard Sir George ſay, 15000 Hi, was a ſmall Reward for the fcetling Religion and preſer- 
ving three Kingdoms from Ruine. | | RES 

Theſe are the chict proofs which are punQually ſworn to, beſides ſome Letters found among Harcourt's 
Papers that gave ſome light of this Delign, and firengthened the Evidence very much, which T pafs over. 
And in this Evidence you may obſerve, that there is the Teltimony of threg, Mr. Oates, Dxgdale, and Bed- 
low, againſt Ihitebread, And likewiſe three quite blank againft Fenwick, viz. Oates, Bedlow and Prance. - 
And againlt Harcogrt, very tully' four, Oates, L'xgdate, Bedlow and Praxce. Againſt Gawen, there is pofi- - 
tively Dugdale and Oates, And againlt Turner two likewiſe, Dugdale and Oates. Whereby the matter of 
Fa& is plainly proved, and the Evidence tull and legal, notwithtianding their denial of the fame. 

Now we will (ce what Detence theſe Learned men do make for theraſelves : and, as my Lord Chick Juſtice 
fays, they defend their Lives as they do their Religion, with weak Arguments and faflacious Reaſons, which 
take many times with the Ignorant, ſeldom with the Judicious. As to the watter of Fa& charged againſt ther, 
thcy can ſay nothing by way of difproot, excepting their ſtout Denials; and they are not aſhamed to contradi& 
all Oaths, how punctually foever ſworn to, and in the face of the Court to charge them all with Perjury, bur 
prove nothing that can truly invalidate the Tettimony that is brought againit them. All they endeavour is by 
way of Evalion, and to catch at cixcumliances, as to Time and Place: and to diſprove Mr. Oates, they came as 
to that prepared, as they thought, and had brought a fmalt Regiment of young Lads, well trained in their 
Priaciples, who endeavour'd to have per{waded the Jury that Mr. Oates was at S. Omar's, at the time he (aid 
he was in London, and that ſuch pertons did not come over with him as he had ſworn did. But fuppofing they 
had made this Allegation good, {til}, IL fay, it depended upon the nice circumſtance of Time, which Mr. Oates 
might be miſtaken in, and yet the truth of the Plot no way invalidated, nor thofe matrers of Fact charged againſt 
them by the other Witneſſes any ways di{proved. But you ſhall hear their Defence, and how far they could 
make this Allegation good, and how welt Mr. Oates has defended himſelf, and then judge. 

The firſt thing that hwuebread and Fenwick, Obje& is, That they had come to a former Trial, and therefore 
taought, legally they ought not to anſwer tor the fame Fat, pag. 4. But the Court cleared that to them, that 
though Indicted they came not upon their Trial, and the Jury had them not in charge, amd fo their Lives were 
not in jeopardy, and that it was the conftant courfe of the Law fo to do, with feveral Reafons and Examples for 
the ſame, there more fully thewn, pag. 5. and 6. They then pleaded, as the reſt, not Guilty. As to their 
Evakons and odd Interpactations of the Letters, and their aſperfions of 'Mr. Oates and Mr. Bedlow as inſuffictent 
Witneſſes, they are little to the purpole, therctore I ſhall paſs them by. | | 

The main in their Dctcnce, 1s their offering to prove Myr. Oates miltaken in point of Time; for whereas he 
had ſworn politively againtt them, that he was with them at their Conſute, wherein they determined the Death 
of the King, held the twenty tourth of April, old Style, in London, they allege and endeavour to prove by at 
Icaſt ſixteca Witnefles, young Lads of the Callege or Seminary 'at $. Qmar's, that they faw Mr. Oates almoſt 
every day there in the College, ftxom December 1677. to the middle or latter end of Frene following, and that he 
was never out of the College, but that they faw him every day, and convers'd and dined wich him all that time, 
except two days and one night he was abſent at Watton, and two or three days that he was in the Infirmary, he 
not being well, and that ſome of them ſaw and {pake with him in the Tufirmary 3 and by ſeveral circumfances they 
ſeem to make all theſe Aﬀeverations goed. Sa thar if this be true, and that they can perſwade the Jury to believe 
this Teltimony, (as they ought, it no ways to be diſproved) they have done their work, as to Mr. Oates, And 
this they do pag. 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 5t. and foto pap. 63. fo thatit is impoſſible that Mr. Oates ſhould fwear 
Truth, and that he ſhould be in Loudon the twenty fourth of April at the Conſult, tf what theſe Witneffes 
ſay be true, and that Mr. Oates was never out of the College, till fome time in Jzne, from December before : 
and fo his Teſtimony ought to be invalidate, Then, whereas Mr. Oates had fworn he came over with Sir Fohx 

II arner and Sir Tho. Preflon Feſuits, they endeavour to prove, and from pag. 60. to 63. the Witneſſes do confi-. 
dently aver, that the ſaid perfons were not, the one from Lzege, the other from Wavtorn m Flanders, neither April 
nor May, and ſo Mr. Oates could not come over with them to Exgdand as he had ſworn. 

Let us naw fee how Mr. Oates doth make good his Teſtimony, and what proof he brings to eontradi& theſe 
Novices who came fo well prepared. Firlt by the way, we mult obſerve, that moti of the Witnefles ſay, that 
Mr. Oates left their College ſome time in Frxe, ſome ſay the tenth, ſome at the latter end, Oc: but pay. 93. one 
Witneſs miſtakes his month, and avers he is ſure it was in July, that Mr. Oates went a : and bein 
told that he differ'd from all the reit, he cry'd, he was ſure he was there till after che Conſak de, whict 
cave a great light to what point of time thelc Novrees were intizued to ſpeak to, and caufed the people to laugh, 
to ſce the young, man out In his part. | 

But to let that paſs. we will ſec Mr. Oates his proofs, and he brings at leaſt ſeven ſubſtantial Witneſſes, who ſwear 
they faw him in London in April and May 1678. the time they aver him to be at S. Omar's. Page 80. Mr. Walker 
a Minilter ſwears, that in April 78.) he met Mr, Oates in S$, Martin's Lane diſguiſed in a Serge Coat and Gray = 
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which he wondered at, not knowing he was turn'd Feſwite : and the next morning he relates the ſame to one 
Mrs. Ives, who in Court ſwears the ſame, that in April the faid Mr. Walker came to her Shop and told her, that the 
day before he had met Mr. Oates at the upper end of Saint Martins-lane, near Leicejter- Houſe, in diſguiſe. So that 
you have here one politive Witneſs, and a {trong concurrent Teitimony. Pag.81. Mrs. Mayo {wears more punQtually 
as to point of Time, that a week before Whiſuntide, or thereabouts, which was in May, ſhe ſaw Mr. Oates i; 
Sir Richard Barker's Court-yard in London, and that one of Sir Richard's men told her, that it was Mr. Oates, and 
that he was either turn'd Quaker or Catholick 3 but that ſhe ſaid he was no Quaker, becauſe he then wore a Per- 
riwig : and thatabout a week after ſhe faw him again walking in the Garden with another Gentleman : and (wears 
this Mr. Oates then in Court was the ſame man the had ſeen. Theother young man that then knew Mr. Oates was 
dead. Then pag. 81. one Page (wears that he (aw this Mr. Oates in a Gray or Light-coloured Campaign Coar, 
5nd diſcours'd with him at Sir Richard Barker's in May (78.) and tells a circumitance to prove his knowledge 
that it was in May, Then Sir Richard Barker (wears, that his Servants told him that Mr. Oates was at his Houſe 
about Whitſuntide, and that he was there in two ſeveral diſguiſes, once with ſhort hair, and another time with a 
Perriwig, and that they thought he was turn'd cither Quaker or Papilt. Then pag. 83. Sir Richard Barker's 
Coachman ſwears, he was well acquainted with Mr. Oates, and that he was at Sir Richard's Houſe in Barbican 
in the beginning of May (78.) with his hair cut cloſe to his cars, in Gray Cloaths and a Gray Coat, and then cn- 
quired of him for D. Tongue; and that he knew him well for three years betore, and is very ſure he in Court was 
the ſame man. Pag. 84. Mr. Smith, Schoolmalter at Iſlington, ſwears, that in the beginning of May 1678. he 
dined with him at his Houſe in Jſlington, and, as he remembers, it was the firit Monday in May, and that he knew 
him well, for he had been his Scholar at Merchant-Taylours School when he was Ulhei there ; and that he ſtayed 
with him three or four hours after Dinner diſcourling of his Travels. Then Mr. Clay fwears, pag. 84. and 
© 85. that he met Mr. Oates in April and afterwards in May (78.) at Mr. Howard's, whp lived in one Corner of 
Arundel-Houſe, and that this was the ſame man he ſaw there : and this Mr. Clay, who teſtified this, is a Roman 
Catholick,; ſo that they are not all Proteltants that he brings to annul their Evidence, but one of their own Reli- 
-- gion, who duitt ſpeak Truth. And now let all the world judge, whether the Jury had any reaſon to think 
© that Mr. Oates his Evidence was any ways weakened by all that thoſe Novices had averr'd, knowing that the 
-- Proteliant Religion allows in no caſe of telling a lie, much leſs of (wearing falſely, 
As to their averring, that Sir Fo. Warner and Sir Tho. Prejton were at their ſeveral places of reſidence all 
April and May, and fo could not come over with Mr. Oates to England, as he had ſworn, Mr. Oates not know- 
"ing of what they would have inſiſted on, was not prepared with Witneſſes to back that Teſtimony : but it be- 
ing a matter of little or no confequence, and they failing of making, good the more ſubſtantial part of their 
Detence, we may well believe they alſo made a falſe Report in this latter, as well as in the former. 

Then Mr. Gawen pag. 63. undertakes alſo to prove that he was in the Country in Staffordſhire all April, 
Fane and July, the time of the Conſult, and the time that Mr. Oates had ſworn he ſaw his hand to the Con- 
ſult : and tor this he brings ſeveral Witneſſes from pag. 63. to 69. But, whoever conliders well what the Evi- 
dence ſays there in the Priſoners behalf, will tind, that theſe Witneſſes were not fo confident as thoſe from 
S. Omar's, and that they ſpeak ſo mincingly and give ſo weak Reaſons, that in truth it appears nvt by what 
they ſay, but that Mr. Gawen might ſtep up to London, and lign this Conſult in tew days. without their know - 
ledge 3 for they cannot but ſay, he was ſometimes at the Lord Ajton's : but pag. 65. Mrs. Winford ſays, the knows 
he could not go to London, becauſe he had not his Linnen with him : and this is all the reaſon, which is a very 
weak one. To this Mr. Oates ſwears again, pag. 67. that he ſaw him in London, either in the beginning or 
middle of July : then Mr. Gawen brings ſeveral Witneſſes pag. 68. and 69. that indeed prove he was not in 
London, but at Wolverbampton the latter end of Fuly, but as to the beginning or middle of the Month, none 
of them can ſpeak 3 ſo that the thing is plain he doth not contradi& Mr. Oates his Teſtimony, tor he might be 
in the Country all the time his Witneſſes aver, and yet be in Londox at the time Mr. Oates had ſworn. 

Then pag. 69. Mr. Whitebread offers Witneſſes to prove that D. Oates had ſworn an untruth, and therefore he 
was not probus Teftis a credible Witneſs, in that he had ſworn Mr. Ireland was in Loxdoa the middle of Auguſt 
and beginning of September, which he could prove was falſe: but the Court let him know, that having already re- 
ceived a Verdict it ought not to be heard again: yet pag. 71. they were fo favourable as to hear his Witneſſes, 
though to that point 3 and 72,73.to 76. lome Witneſſes that were not at Ireland's Tryal do aver, that Mr. Ire- 
land was in Staffordſhire from the fourth to the twenty lixth of Azgajt, ſo that it could not be true what Mr. Oates 
had ſworn, that he was in Loxdox about the middle of Augujt. Againſt this Evidence you have not onely D. Oates 
his Teſtimony upon his Oath, but alſo Sarah Pain pag. 78. and 79. appeared in Court, who there gave in thc 
ſame Evigence {he had done in the former Tryal of Mr. Ireland, that ſhe ſaw Mr. Ireland going into Mr. Groves 
-his Houſe, and that ſhe made a Curtitie to him, about the middle of Auguſt, which is the time that D. Oates 
charges him to be in Town. . So that you have two Witneſſes on Qath, that contradid thoſe brought by the 
Priſoners. 

But lince they have made a great talk of this Evidence, and have faid that they had ſeveral Witneſſes againſi 
two, one of them being their Accuſer, and that ſome have thought this point not ſufficiently cleared, I have 
for the ſatisfation of the world here publiſhed what hath ſince come to my hands, and not at the time of the 


Tryals of theſe perſons known, which is a very great confirmation of the Truth of D, Oates his Teltimony, 
and I hope will give much ſatistaGion, 


A Letter 
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A Letter from Mr. Jeaniſon, a Papiſt, touching Mr. Ireland's being: in London in Auguſt 1678. which more 
clearly proves, that what he aſſerted at his Tryal, and not onely there, but in Articulo mortrs, at the Gallows, 
and what his Farty affirmed in Court and offer'd to ſwear, (that he-was in Staffardſrire and out of-London 
from the fifth of Auguſt (78) to the ſeventh of September following,) is great untruth : which isa material 

: KeonQEewng to the Evidence againſt him, and confirmation of Mx. Oates his Teltimony. W hich did come 
to light fince the death of Mr. Ireland, and is now publiſhed for the ſatisfaQion of thoſe who might any ways 
doubt thereof, and think that the King's Evidence was not full therein; ; | Ty” 


READING Decemb. ig. 1678. 


Dear Sir, 


Y 9" I had bearing date the fifteenth of this Inſtant, and baue not miſſed @ Poſt I could ſend to you by; I am not 
ignorant of the offer made by bis Majeſtie's Proclamation, and lay hold of nothing but pardon for concealing 
what circumſtances I bave known ſo long ;.. yes. did not altagether conceal is neither, for I told my Couſin Smith of it 
within two or three days, of tbe breaking, out. of this. dannable Conſpiracy, which bow much it weighs I am not fit 
to judge, The ſpeaking of Truth is an AdGion that rewards it ſelf , and I would not, were it to gain a million, nay 
a million of worlds if poſſible, draw tbe leaft drop of. Loon bloud wpon me, for I kyow it is a.crying fin, therefore 
I pray God avert it from:me., All that I can tell you, as I bope for forgiveneſs of my ſins, and eternal Salvation, is 
(f you will diſtinguiſh betwixd the times) what follows, Being come ffom Windſor, where I promiſed my ſelf tbe 

appineſs and ſati:sfattion of ſeeing you, that I might take my leave before my Journey for the North, which, to the 
bejt of my memory, was about the latter end of Auguſt, 1 went to do the ſame to Mr. Ireland; whom then (with all 
the rejt ) I did believe a man of the beſt converſation and life in the world ; for you know the Law does preſume every 
man .'pood, unleſs he be proved otherwiſe, After my ſalute, and IT had told him I had been at Windfor , bis In- 
terrogatory or Queſtion was, What News ? . My return was the uſual, No News but good. Then be proceeded 10 ark 
me (to the beſt of my memory) How bis, Sacred Majeſty and the Court diverted, I replyed, that I heard bis Majeſty 
took, much delight in Hawking and Fiſhigg, but chiefly in the latter, which his Majeſty followed early in the morning, 
as Þ heard, accompanied onely with two or three Lords, or other Attendants, I wonder, ſays Mr.Ireland, why bis 
Majeſty ſhould be ſo thin. guarded, he were eaſily takgn. off, ar remoned ; or ſome words to that purpoſe, ſo ſounding; 
God forbid, IT returned. No, ſubjoyns he, I do not ſay it is lawfull ;' and ſomething elſe which I cannot call to mind; 
that did qualifie the former words, that I did then think bis meaning was, be was ſorry his Sacred Majeſty ſhowld go 
ſo weakly guarded, I then took, it by that bandle, having no other reaſon, for I did believe him a Saint, never hea- 
ring him or any of them, as I hope for everlaſting life , defend or maintain'in the leaſt that damnable Dodirine of 
Depoſing Kings : but now I know that paſſage may be taken by the other bandle, and I'm not fit to judge bow far ; 
yes you know words are to be taken in the milder ſenſe, unleſs they be poſitive, which theſe with their qualification 
that followed, and the time they were ſpoke in, I bumbly concewve, with ſubmiſſion to better judgments, were not z 
for if I had believed they were, they ſhould have ſeen light ſooner. 1 ſuppoſe there is clearer Evidence then this from 
Mr, Oates, that better knew bim then I, | 


Taken from the Original Letter, 


June 21. (79.) 
Robert Jenniſon. 


' 
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Some Obſervations or Remarks upon the foregoing Letter, 


Ix, the words ſpoken by Mr. Ireland to Mr. Jenniſon, though then with a Plain-meaning man, and one ig- 
norant of their Plot, though a Papilt, they might receive that candid interpretation he put upon them; yet 
lince it hath beca made known, we may very well havea ſuſpicion that Mr. Ireland made thoſe Queries in rela- 
tion to the horrid Delign of murthering the King, which they then expected to be effected by the four Ruffians, 
which made Ireland (ay, hearing how flenderly he was guarded, that he might then be eafily taken off. 

But not to lirain words againtt a man, when ſuch politive proofs have been brought to condemn him, we 
bring not here this Letter ſo much to prove the Plot, as to be a very ſtrong concurrent Evidence againſt Mr. Ire- 
land, as to his being in London in Auguſt, which he denied, and his Evidence ſeemed to make good : and there- 
fore as to that I deſire you will conlider, 

That the King went to Windſor the thirteenth or fourteenth of Auguſt (78) as is proved by Sir Robert South- 
w-1] and by Sir 1 ho. Dolman, at the Trials it was indeed the fourtcenth. ; 

That Mr. Jenniſon in his Letter writes thus, Being come from Windſor, I went to take my leave of. Mr. Ire- 
land, before I took my Journey into the North: and Mr. Ireland asked, What news from Windſor 7. How daes 
the King pals his time, &c ? which notoriouſly proves that his diſcourſe with Ireland was, when the King was 
at Windſor, and after Mr. Jennifon came from thence, and before he went into the North, to wit, betwixt.the 
nincteenth of Auguſt and the fourth of September, and implies that it was immediately after his coming from 

F ; 


indſor, 


C20) 
Windſor by the Queſtion, What news from thence? And it is the more likely that it was immediatelyafter, 
becauſe Mr. Forniſon himſelf fays, he is ſure it was a good while before he went into the North. rl} 

That this time yearly 2grees with Sareb Pain's Teliimony at Ireland's Trial. Sed the Trial, fol. 57. 

That Ireland was try'd the ſeventeenth of December (78.) and Mr. Jenniſon's Letter was writ from Readjng 
in Berks (whither he was gone in obedience to the Proctamation, being a Papiſt then, | but has fince Confornyd ) 
the nineteenth following, fo that he could fiot then have any knowledge of that Tria}, or of what Ireland had 
infifted npon. PIa2t 3-1 | 627 6 

That _ Mr. Fenniſon wrote this Letter, he was under an apprehenſion that he-had offended, and was in 
danger for having concealed Treland's diſcourſe, of the cafinels of taking off the King at Windſor, which ſeems 
to be the main occaſion of his writing that Letter to his Friend in nature of a Confethon. 

F need ſay no more, for I queſtion not but that all the world will ſay this is a very great concurrent Teſti- 
mony and ſirengthening to the King's Evidence, as to that point of Mr. Ireland's being in London, notwithſian- 
ding what the Steffordſire Witnefſes had faid in the Priſoner's behalf. And as to the verity of this you may 
be eafily informed, Mr. Jerziſor being a known perſon, and one of credit and reputation. 

Then pag. 87, Mr. Gawen ſtarts a point of Law, whether as to himſelf he may be legally condemned for 
Treaſon, being accuſed for one thing in Staffordſhire, and for another thing in Lo»don, fo that there is but one 
Witneſs to either. But the Court cleared this point to himi-by Sir'Hew, V awes Caſe, and pag. 88. told him that 
the Law was ſettled therein, and that they two, though they. were Wirneffes to two ſeveral as done, in two 
ſeveral places, yet it was to the falne Treafon. For Pwpdale (wears to his killing the King, altering the Go- 
vernment, and bringing in of Popery 3 and Oates ſwears he ſaw his hand to the Conſult, which was for the 
fame Treafon, viz. for the Murther of the King, raifing an Army, and the bringing in of Popery, which 
I fare Treaſon ; '{o that it was plain there were two Witnefles againſt him, and' his Plea not to be ad- 
mitted, | | E2 

This is the whole ſubſtance of their Defence and what they have'to fay for thetnſelves. I need not uſe any 
Arguments to fhew the weakneſs of it, *tis obvious to all that reade or hear their Trials. And as to the matter 
of Fa& which is (6-panCtually ſworn 2geinift them, they can ſay nothing, but onely their own conftatt denials 
of their Guilt, and affeverations of their Innocency ': but how'far that will Prevail with itmpartial men, I ſhall 
leave themſelves to judge: but I am ſure there were twelve mer of one mind, that thought them guilty, 
and I am confident that there are twelve thauſand of the fame opinion, and that aft thoſe who ſay to the con- 
"nary, muſt ſpeak it owt of Ignorance or Prejudice. FR 2 2 

s f6 the proofs againſt Mr. Langborr, you will find them very home and poſitive : and firſt pap. 6. and 7. 
Mr. Dupdale is brought to prove the Plot in general, which he zgain ſwears to as to their ſeveral Confulta- 
tions and defign of murthering the King, and mafſatring the Proteſtants, and bringing in of Popery : to which 
alſo Mr. Prance concurs. Then as tothe particular Charpt againſt Mr. Langhorn, Dr. Oates ſwears pag. 10. that 
he carried ſeveral Letcers from Mr. Lawghorn to perfons beyond the Seas, in one of which he ſaw under his 
own hand, Thar row they had a fair opportunity to begin and give the blow, with thany other expreffions plain 
enough concerning the Plot; and theſe he ſaw ſigned Richard Langhborn : and then he farther ſwears, that he 
had Orders from the Provincial to give Mr. Langhorn an account of the Reſolutions and paſſages that were 
form'd and done at this Conſult of the twenty fourth of April, and that he gave him an account of the ſame, 
and of their Reſolution of killing the King 3 and that the ſaid Langbors lift up his hands and eyes, and pray'd 
to God to give to it a good ſucceſs. Then pag. 11. he ſwears he faw in his Chamber, in the Inner-Temple, 
lying on the fide of his Desk, certain Commitſhons, which he had heard to have been ſent over to him for (e- 
veral perſons in England, which they called Patents and that upon Dr. Oates his detire to ſee them, he permit- 
ted him to peruſe ſeveral of them, which he did, and there ſaw one Commitſion to the Lord Arundel of Wardowr, 
and another to the Lord Powis, the one to be Lord High Chancellour, the other to be Lord High Treaſurer of 
England, and to the Lord Bellafis to be General, to the Lord Peters to be Lieutenant-General, and one for 
Mr. Coleman to be Secretary of State, and for Mr. Longhorn himſelf to be Advocate of the Army : and that 
theſe were figned Foba#nes Panlus de Oliva, by virtue of a Brief granted by the Pope. Theſe Commitſions 
were ſigned with the Feſzits mark. And that Mr. Langhorn told him he had ſent one of theſe Commiſſions 
by his / ns to be delivered to the Lord Arundel of Wardonr's Son, and that it was delivered. And pag. 13. 
he ſwears, that Mr. Langborn being employed as Solicitour for ſeveral of the Fathers of the Society, thac upon 
his (olicication of the Beyedifiine Monks, they had promiſed him 6000 li. for the carrying on of the Cauſe, 
and that Mr. L21ghorn promiſed in his hearing, to do his utmoſt for the procuring the ſaid money. And alſo, 
'that he- was much diſguſted with Sir George Wakeman, becauſe he was not contented with 10000 07. to poiſon 
the King : and pag. 14. he ſweats that Mr. Langhory calld the (aid Sir George Wakeman a covetous man, and 
that fifice it was a publick concern, it was no matter if he had done it for nothing, but that he was a narrow- 
ſpirited and narrow-ſoul'd Phyſician. Then an Inftrument being produced in Court, ligned by Paulas de 
Oliva, Mr. Oates ſwore that the Commitlions he ſaw were ſigned by the fame hand, and had all che ſame 
mark : but they were all convey'd away, 2nd this being onely cottcerning an Ecclehiaſtical buſineſs was left; 
however, this ſhews he uſed to receive Patents frotn,' and had Commetce with the Superiour. of the Jeſuits 
#n-Rortei Arid this was found in Mr. Leghorz's Chamber a long time after Mr. O#tes had given in his 
Teſtimony. | | 0 

'Theripdp. 1 9. Mr: Bedlow (wears, he went with Mr. Coleman to Mr. Langhorn's Chamber, and chere Mr. Cole- 
trargtve him his'Letters'to Le Cheſe, atid tothe Pope*s Nuntio; and to others, open, to reade, and to regitter 
in a'Book' by him kept for that purpoſe 3 and that he ſaw Mrs, Langborn reade thee Letters, which were _ 
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cerning the deſign'they had Hand, and that Ke'tegitired rhert in 4/Bb0k th fits CRTke; Whiltt he'd My. Cate. 
men walkedin 4 outer Room 3,and thit a Warts Colemayr ſealed up thefe eribis,'s fn head MH Gate 
low, who wasto carry them to Le Cheſe, the King of France his Confefſqur'z 46d t Po. eof rhe txfitellions in 


choſe Letters were, That all things were now ind readineſ;, and that they onely ts S thy Carbo- 
licks were nop in ſafety, and that all places , and offices bad been difþ 4 1haz all the Oarviſhnl tvert al.- 
ready in their hands, or world be put iato their hands ſuddenly i 4n e. 24" a fair epport | iy, baving 
a King ſo eaſy to believe what was ditlated to him he 6 pportunts - roy th} [FX 
ſpair of ever. introduting Popery into En Et Letters, and. : pro 

dr. Langhory was made acquaineed,, an ook, Fg. 20. tic fwenrs he brought F,etters from 
Harcourt toMy. Langhorn to, be regiſter'd, which,. Ms. Langborn 're r&ilter'd accordingly 3 for he 
wrote þy him,to Harcours, that he had receiv'd the, Letters by, Mr. Williams, (Which was chenatds this Bedfors 
then went by); and: that he would tranſcribe 6 zaif. - Now theſe Letthrs were one 

chem declared to. be from the Retour of the I Bic 


with all expedition: for that they had ſent ſome Iriſh Caſhjer'd Souliers,' with maiiy othet Lay others, under 
4 


| a b ; Of, SPE Laſts, W the faine deſign, ard was 
allo regiſter'd by Me. Langhbors, in a Book which he ſaw near 3 inches thick, and that he gueſſes two thirds of 
*- the Book might be wrote out. "0 TN 6. 5+ ke ERP | 

Now by this judge you whether the Indi&ment of High [Treaſon be not proved againſt Mr. Z44ghorn, and 
whether he be not guilty of this Treaſon and Conſpiracy of bringing in Popery, of levying War, af Kiſling the 
King, by two ſeveral witneſſes, who have fo poſitively ſworn it againſt him, 

The defence Mr. Langhorn makes for himſelf, is no other then what his Brethren in Iniquity had done be- 
fore him, to deny the fa, and toendeavour to invalidate the credit of the Witneſſes, by intrapping them in 
point of time and place. And to this end pag. 14, 15, 16, &c. he asks Mr. Oates many queſtions little to the 
purpoſe, and onely to amuſe the Auditours. Then pag. 27. he would make Mr. Oates an Approver, as having 
been pardoned for the ſame Crime 3 and that the witneſſes had received rewards and gratifications for ſwearing 
againſt them : thus making no defence as to the matter of Fa, onely endeavouring to ſupport themſelves up- 
on the incompetency of the Witneſſes. But all theſe objeQions or cavillings were well anſwered by my Lord 
Chief Juſtice, who let him know, that unleſs he could-prove any reward to be given by contract or ſubornation, 
it could not makean objecion if there were any given, for that allowance or ſuttenance was uſually given of old 
to Approvers, ®c. | 

The next thing Mr. Langhorn endeavours, is to invalidate Mr. Oates his teſtimony, by making him to be for- 
ſworn in point of time 3 and he brings the ſame witneſſes from S. Omars, as were brought in the behalf of the 
five Jeſuits the day before, to prove he was at S. Omars April and May, and fo could not be in London; and they 
being the ſame evidence, and ſwearing to the ſame point, we will not repeat them : onely take notice, that one of 
them pag. 33. being asked how he came to take more notice of Mr. Oates being at S. Omars all April and May, 
and not in Fe and Fuly as well, anſwers plainly, (not being well infirucqed, or more fimple then the reft) that 
it was becauſe the queſtion he came for did not fall upon that time, which ſtill gives more light to the ſuſpicion, 
that they came with their Leſſons in their mouths to ſave the Lives of theſe men, and not to ſpeak truth. But 
toconfront theſe witneſſes, Mr. Oates produced in Court the ſame that had the day before ſworn they had ſeen 
him in London both in April and May, fo that he ſufficiently clear'd his teſtimony by 7 Witneſſes. 

Then pag. 46. Mr. Langhorn produces the Woman that kept the White-horſe Tavern, where Mr. Oates had 
id the Conſult was held, and ſheaverrs that there is no Room in her Houſe would hold above a dozen, and 
that therefore there could not meet 50 or 18 or 20 perſons there ata time. To anſwer this three ſeveral Witneſſes 
ſtrangers ſtood up in Court, and being ſworn atteſted, the firſt, that he knew fixteen to Dine often in one Room 
of that Houſe: the ſecond, that he knew two Rooms, one backward, the other forward, where thirty might 
Dine at a time: and the third, that at a Wedding he knew of above twenty that Dined together in one Room next 
the Street. So that this Evidence did Mr. Langhornno kindneſs : for ſhe that was ſo peremptory in this falſhood, 
might give a ſuſpicion that the reft of his witneſſes might betalſe in their averrments. | 

Then pag. 57. Mr. Langhorn goes about to prove by ſeveral witneſſes, that Sir Tho. Preſton, Mr. Poole; and 
Sir John Warner did not come over with Mr. Oates as he had atteſted, and this reſts indeed on Mr. Oates his fingle 
tcltimony 3 but this being onely circumſtantial, and not any way contradiQory to the matter of Fac, it oughe 
not, nor could not legally invalidate his evidence : For it is not much to the purpoſe, whether Six Fohn Warner, 
Sir Tho. Preſton, and Mr. Pool came over with Mr. Oates or no 3 or it he did commit any miſtake therein, theſe 
men not being indicted : but it had been more then a circumſtantial matter, to have proved Mr. Oates to have 
been actually at S. Omars the time of the Conſult, the 24. of April, and would have ſtuck againſt him, had he 
not well clear'd that matter by 7 ſubſtantial witnefſes, who have ſworn they ſaw him in London about the 
ſame time. So that all this contider'd, I think there is none, except he be much prejudic'd, who reads theſe, but 
will judge Mr. Langhorn to have had a fair Trial , and that the Jury proceeded to tind him guilty of Treaſon by 
the plain proofand teſtimony of two witneſſes, back'd by other circumſtances, among which, the Letter found 
amonglt Harcourt's papers was one, that proved the Conſult to be the ſame time, and clearly hints alſo the de- 
ſign tobe of the ſame nature, as Mr. Oates had ſworn it to be. 

I think therc is none that truely conſiders the fair Trials of theſe wicked Conſfiratours, and juſtly weighs 


every 


